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Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter and I hope that you have been enjoying the 

articles in previous editions. I'd like to take the opportunity on behalf of the Board, of thanking our 

Editor Rona, for her hard work in putting this great newsletter together. During the uncertain times 

that we all face, I know that many of you enjoy the regular updates from the Barony and the village.  

 

Over the next few weeks and months, as many of you will be anticipating, the Board are continuing 

to review how the Barony and Initiative projects will 'emerge' from lockdown. Be reassured, we are 

working hard to ensure that your Health and Safety, as well as that of our Staff and Volunteers, is a 

primary concern. This means a review of our operating procedures and facilities to ensure that when 

we open back up to the public, we do so in phases and as safe as possible.  

 

During the pandemic, our Business Manager and Board have periodically reviewed how we 

introduce a phased return to business. This has focused on recovering any viable exhibitions, the 

Gallery Shop and the Café premises.  

 

After consulting both UK and Scottish Government advice and guidance from the World Health 

Organisation, the Board has agreed that after some key Health and Safety modifications and 

changes to facilities available to the general public, we can start to consider opening our doors. As 

stated, this will be phased - in line with the most up to date Government advice.  

 

The first facility I would like to offer to you is virtual interaction. We have an amazing team working 

hard to ensure that you are kept up to date with the latest Arts and Crafts news from across the 

Community. This includes our regular e-bulletin and posts on social media. We can now also point 

you in the direction of online ways to view and purchase stock made by our studio makers and 

suppliers to the Gallery Shop. This way, by following the 'Stay at Home' principle first, you can still 

immerse yourself in craft and creativity.  

 

Secondly, we will soon be able to bring you a take away service from the Barony Café. This will 

initially be limited to hot and cold beverages, sealed products and cakes. We also hope to bring you 

a weekly order service offering deluxe Afternoon Tea, although demand is likely to be very high and 

this will be subject to availability. Please monitor our social media pages for further details and dates 

when these services will commence.  

 

Lastly, the Board aims to introduce a modified retail area which will be completely separate from the 

Café premises. This aims to offer you a social-distanced Gallery Shop and some access to the 

exhibition space. Planning for this is well underway and we hope to bring you more news in the 

coming weeks.  

 

As you would expect, your safety is our primary concern. We will be introducing measures to ensure 

that the Barony is a safe environment for all, with hygiene stations and protocols in place for our Staff 

and volunteers to use personal protective equipment ( PPE ) . You will also be encouraged to follow 

our new procedures to ensure that your experience is safe and enjoyable.  

 

There is much more work to be done but I wanted to give you an idea about what you will see 

happening over the coming weeks. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Claire Edgar, our 

Business Manager, for her incredible hard work and effort in presenting many options to the Board. 

We wish her all the very best as she proceeds on maternity leave.  

 

To close, please watch this space! I look forward to bringing you more information and detail in the 

weeks ahead. Thank you for continuing to support WKCIL, the Barony and our associated studios.  

 

Kirk Macrae 



 “Meet a Volunteer” 
   Joan Dunn                                                   Joan/Rona Slevin 

Page 3 Issue 5 

What is your connection to West Kilbride and the Barony ? 

I have lived in West Kilbride for thirty five years, when I retired that was then I decided to 

volunteer in the Barony Centre, I have been there nearly five years.  

Would you recommend volunteering? 

I would recommend volunteering in the Barony. I have met lots of great people, we are very 

lucky to have this gallery in the village. The volunteers, staff and directors do a great job in the 

running of the Centre. 

You are interested in arts and craft yourself, 

What inspires you? 

The last eight years I have started painting again 

and have exhibited and sold a number of    

paintings, I am a member of New Cunninghame 

Art Club and the Scottish Potters Association. I 

get inspired by the diversity of art and craft 

displayed in the gallery.  

Joan grew up in Beith and went to live 

in Dalry after getting married. She was 

always interested in arts and craft, she 

worked for a supermarket in the sixties, 

worked in advertising displays and 

window dressing . Joan has three sons, 

one daughter and nine grandchildren. 

She worked in finance in the seventies 

and went on to have a construction 

company with her husband and was 

financial director until retirement.  

Joan ’ s artwork 
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How did you get your business started?  

I had always loved arts and crafts and began glass painting as a hobby. It turned in to a 

career by accident when a large international company saw my work and commissioned 

me to do designs in the Glasgow style influenced by Charles Rennie MacKintosh. These 

designs were reproduced on place mats, coasters and mugs and sold world wide. 

I have combined the natural qualities of Strawsilk paper with the translucence of glass to 

make individual and unique pieces of glass art.  

My career started out in social work 

specialising in children and young people. 

In 1998 I decided to take a step back from 

the stress this work involved and left my 

job as a residential social worker. 
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What ’ s your connection to West Kilbride and the Barony or Why West Kilbride?  

In 2008 my daughter moved to West Kilbride and I was commuting to look after my grand-

daughter. I began supplying the initiative shop with my work. When a studio in the village 

became vacant I took the opportunity to have my own bricks and mortar studio instead of 

working from home. 

What and who inspires you and your work?  

My work has changed over the years and although I still use glass paints I am mainly fo-

cused on decorating glass with various papers and inks. 

What benefits do you feel there are from having a 

studio in West Kilbride as part of Craft Town 

Scotland? 

I think the main benefit of having a studio in West 

Kilbride is being part of the community of crafters. 

Everyone is always willing to help in any way they 

can. 

facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/theglasscraftstudio 

www.theglasscraftstudio.etsy.com 

07951 058183 
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Our community support group sets out to bring our community closer together, especially in 

times like this that we are experiencing. West Kilbride has such a close-knit community 

already that it is no wonder that when a global pandemic broke out, we used our strengths 

and came closer together to ensure that everyone in our community had all the support that 

they may need.  

It would not be possible to provide this support to everyone without the help of our lovely 

volunteers. So, we decided to ask a few of our wonderful volunteers a bit about themselves 

and why they volunteer.  

Facebook     https://www.facebook.com/groups/197342898211500/ 

 “WKCS” 
   West Kilbride Community Support                 Keira Thorburn 
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The group started off as West 

Kilbride Coronavirus Support 

Group and has now changed 

its name to West Kilbride 

Support Group, more positive 

and less of a mouthful! 

Here are some thoughts from volunteers: 

Pauline Oates 55, recently retired “ I deliver prescriptions and complete shopping orders 

every week. I volunteered as I wanted to do something practical to help during the crisis. I 
feel that I have a bit of a sense of purpose through this.” 

Andrew Taylor 19, before lockdown, a student living and studying in Glasgow. “ I wanted to 

be able to look back and have something positive that I could reflect on from this awful 
situation so I signed up to be a shopping volunteer. The community group has really helped 
me cope during lockdown, it has given me a structure and day to day purpose. ” 

Rhona Clark 57,  a Children ’ s Librarian, made redundant last year. “ I wanted to provide 

something for the children in the community and try and reach as many children as we 
possibly could. We’ve been putting together ‘bags of imagination’ art supplies in the first 
instance for the local children. I didn’t realise that I liked having a routine until it was taken 
away .” 
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   CreativeWorks 
 “Rainbow Helping Hands”                                    Jeni Lennox 

There have been many acts of creative kindness during lockdown, the rope swings in the glen, 

the chalk decorated pavements, the rainbow windows and all the folks who painted stones and 

shared them on paths and in the glen.   

Do these acts make us feel a little less helpless if we are not able to be on the front line fighting 

the pandemic?  Who knows, but anything that raises a smile is surely a force for good.   

Some of the village creatives have been using our experience in making and decorating plaster 

casts for the 'West Kilbride Gets Plastered' project to share some rainbow helping hands 

throughout the village and add to this general creative outpouring. 

You might see some in the craft studio windows or if you are lucky scattered throughout the 

glen.  ( they are being removed by the usual phantom eejits so you need to be quick! )  

We hope they raise a smile and salute those we have lost, those who have been working in our 

shops, postal routes, health and social care, refuse collection, volunteering teams, the council 

workers, the teachers, all those who have had to keep going and those who have had to 

stop.  You are helping us all through this difficult time, these hands are for everyone, we hope 

they make you smile.  

Many thanks to Frances Clark, Lorna Reid, The Dymock family, Jane Molloy, Jeni Lennox, 

Rona Slevin, Clive Sutton, Lucy Russell and Paula Maughan for decorating hands for this 

project and Mr T for his technical support. 

CreativeWorks 
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“Meet a Photographer”   
  Susan Bamford                              Susan/Rona Slevin 

My name is Susan Bamford. I have lived in West Kilbride since moving here as a child and 

always seem to remember owning a camera. I started with a pocket Kodak Instamatic and 

have now a Sony Full Frame camera. 

3 years ago I was asked to be a part of a Photography exhibition in The Barony Arts Centre 

and I have not looked back since. 

I retired 3 years ago and have been able to devote more of my time to Photography. I love 

racing down to the beach to catch the last rays of the sun as it sets behind Arran. I never 

tire of the effects the fading light  creates upon the landscape - the different colours 

highlighted on the sand, sea and especially the sky. 

To date my work has been displayed in the Barony, Vikingar and the West Kilbride Pop Up 

Gallery to name a few. 

I also produce a calendar which has proved to be very popular. 
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My work can be viewed on my Susan Bamford Photography page on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/susanbamfordphotography 

Email: jipsbamford@aol.com 

http://www.facebook.com/susanbamfordphotography
mailto:jipsbamford@aol.com


Looking for a gift or to treat yourself ? 

Please support our local makers, photographers and artists 

Barony 
  Newsletter 

Page 10 Barony  Newsletter 

  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sally McFarlane    Bead Tree Design 

I have a variety of mosaic art on slate for home and garden for  

sale...work can be seen on FB page. I can deliver locally or post 

out. Unable to take commissions at the moment though....waiting 

on a new shed/studio being built. 

https://www.facebook.com/BeadTreeDesign/ 

Peter Ribbeck    Photographer 

Multi national award winning Landscape photographer 

from West Kilbride. 

www.peterribbeck.com  

www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography 

Ange Sewell    Weftblown, 25 Ritchie St, WK 

Weft Blown supplies craft materials, books and yarns for 

weavers, spinners, knitters, crocheters and sewers 

whatever their level of skill. 

Website: https://www.weftblown.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/weftblown 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/weftblown/ 

Email: info@weftblown.com 

Hazel Stenhouse    Xenara Crafts 

Hazel makes a range of jewellery and crafts from polymer clay.  

https://www.facebook.com/xenaracrafts/ 

Billy Dunn    The Dunn Studio 

My work is mainly functional glazed stoneware  fired in 

electric and gas reduction kilns also naked raku giving a 

contrasting look.      Fb - The Dunn Studio 

e mail billynew@live.co.uk  Tel 07545695996 

Clive Sutton Art 

Clive is an artist who has a gallery and studio at 30 Ritchie 

Street. He sells his own and other artists work and also runs 

classes.                                                                                        

Tel no 07834972680             mailto:sutton.clive3@gmail.com 

http://www.peterribbeck.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography
https://www.weftblown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/weftblown
https://www.instagram.com/weftblown/
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Moira Ferguson    Holy Loch Pottery  

I make a range of garden planters and sculptural forms which are 

hand-built and high fired to make them suitable for both indoor and 

outdoor display. Workshop, talks and demonstrations available by 

arrangement. 

T: 01369 840158 / 07711 039 528.   

E: moiraclinch@hotmail.com  / moira@hoylochpottery.co.uk  

www.holylochpottery.co.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/Holylochpottery/  

Marion Kane    Silversmith/Jeweller 

An award-winning silversmith, working on jewellery and silver 

commissions 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/marionekane/ 

Phone: 01294 829269 

mailto:marionsilversmith@gmail.com 

Robin Parker    Photographer 

I publish my Landscape, Portrait & Abstract 

Photography under the name 'restless lens 57'.  

Most of my landscape work features the area 

around West Kilbride where I ’ ve lived for over 

twenty years now although regular forays to the 

Highlands and abroad extend the palette. 

https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/ 

https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/ 

Debbie Halliday    The Glass Craft Studio 

Featured Maker, see pages 4 & 5 for artwork/contact details 

Rona Slevin Ceramics 

Rona mainly enjoys hand-building and uses stoneware fired to a high 

temperature. She also makes work to raku fire with exciting results. 

https://www.facebook.com/RonaSlevinCeramics/                               

Tel no 07900024069 

https://www.viewbug.com/member/rl57 

https://500px.com/clern2000 

Susan Bamford    Photographer 

Featured Photographer, see pages 8 & 9 for photographs/contact details 

http://www.holylochpottery.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holylochpottery/
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=silversmith+marion+kane+west+kilbride+phone&ludocid=6311411970763076922&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjE7auShtzpAhXBoVwKHVl0A3EQ6BMwEnoECBUQDg
https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/
https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/
https://www.viewbug.com/member/rl57
https://500px.com/clern2000
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Scottish Potters Association Online Exhibition 

http://www.scottishpotters.org/exhibition 


