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Firmly in the height of summer, with soaring temperatures and an awakening of public spaces and 
business to the general public, I would like to take the opportunity to update you all on a number of 
recent developments.  
 
Firstly, I would like to thank our departing interim Retail and Business Development Manager Fiona 
Beveridge for all of her hard work and support to WKCIL over the past year. Through a very difficult 
stage in the CV-19 pandemic and thereafter, Fiona's contribution to the management and 
development of Barony projects was fundamental to the continued good work we have achieved to 
support the wider community. With Fiona departing, I would like to formally welcome Eilidh 
Staniforth to the permanent Staff of the Barony, who has recently joined us in a job share role with 
Claire Edgar. With many exciting projects and a busy exhibition programme for the remainder of 
2021 and into next year, Eilidh is very keen to immerse herself in West Kilbride life and the role 
that we play in supporting Arts and Crafts. 
 
The months before the start of the summer have resembled what we expect to happen in the 
environment around us. The Barony has seen a surge of community activity and our recent 
exhibitions including Cowal's Coasts and Waters and the Makers and Artists Mentoring Showcase 
have brought hundreds of visitors to our 'shores' from across the UK and further afield. The quality 
of work, innovation and enterprise has been astounding. As we look ahead to late summer and the 
arrival of autumn, we will welcome the New Cunninghame Art Club Open Art Exhibition, which 
launches officially on Saturday 31st August. This is always eagerly anticipated and exhibits the 
great talent of the wider Ayrshire community.  
 
Outside the Barony and throughout the village you can now witness the fruits of the labour of the 
Environmental Group. There is now a radiant display of colour in hanging baskets, flower beds and 
planters at every turn. With more people venturing into public spaces as we ease CV-19 
restrictions across the nation, WKCIL aims to support projects that will improve environmental 
sustainability and access to green spaces across West Kilbride. In that vein, I am very pleased to 
formally announce the acquisition of additional land into the 'green' portfolio of WKCIL under the 
management of the Environmental Group. This area is located to the rear of the Boyd Orr Garden 
and will be cleared for community use. Ambitious plans include a collaborative project with the 
West Kilbride Community Support Group and the creation of a community food larder. This will 
continue the excellent work of WKCSG during the pandemic and the critical work that has been 
undertaken by many to support our community when in greatest need.  
 
On reflection, many of us will still be concerned about the presence of CV-19 in the community and 
I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you. In all of our public spaces and associated 
studios, we continue to make every effort to align with government regulations and guidance to 
safeguard our Staff, volunteers and visitors. Should you have any concerns or questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Barony Staff who will be more than happy to offer assistance.  
 
I hope you all enjoy the delights of the summer months remaining and I look forward to catching up 
with you all again as we transition to autumn. Keep safe in the community and enjoy what WKCIL 
and our projects have to offer! 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Kirk Macrae 
 
Chairperson and Director - WKCIL      
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Upcoming events                                     Claire Edgar 

It has been a great Summer so far, superb weather and the great Scottish Staycation have really 
contributed to the number of visitors to The Barony Centre and Cafe, in fact it has been very 
encouraging to see so many visitors to our village, especially new faces from other parts of the UK 
and farther afield. 
 
The Exhibition delivered by Impact Arts (MAMP), in collaboration with Craft Town Scotland and the 
WKCIL, was a great success - it was wonderful to see the work the MAMP students had been 
working on during the Mentoring Programme, and inspiring to watch the progression of each of their 
creative journeys. 
We are delighted to welcome the New Cunninghame Art Club back to The Barony after missing last 
year's slot due to Covid-19. The Exhibition launches at the end of July and runs until Saturday 21st 
August. Due to current restrictions, this year's show will be a slightly smaller affair, but it will be a 
great show nonetheless! It has been absolutely fantastic to see how excited and motivated many of 
our talented local makers and artists are now that they have events and exhibitions to motivate them 
to create! 
The month of September brings us our first curated Exhibition since 2020 and is running over the 
Open Studios Ayrshire Weekend to celebrate our friendship with OSA and its members.  
Titled 'Elements', this Exhibition is a study in the 're-connection with Nature' - during the last 18 
months there have been so many opportunities to re-connect with the countryside on our doorstep, 
and for many of our local makers and artists, this re-connection has heavily impacted upon their 
work. 
'Elements' launches on Friday 3rd September and runs until Saturday 25th September. The OSA 
Weekend runs from 10-13th September with a variety of demonstrations being held at The Barony, 
including a 'Funday Sunday', all weekend. The Barony Centre and Cafe will both be open on Sunday 
12th 12-4pm. 
The remaining Exhibitions and Events for 2021 will be communicated in the next Newsletter, and the 
2 year Programme for 2022/2023 is currently being worked on - more exciting news regarding this 
will be communicated soon... 
 
We welcomed our new Retail and Business Development Manager, Eilidh, to the team in June - she 
has joined us after a diverse and exciting career in Retail Management, and with all her retail and 
creative strengths and experience, she has quickly become an invaluable member of our CTS Team! 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our loyal customers and volunteers, and of 
course all the new faces we have welcomed to The Centre/Village over the last couple of months, 
your incredible loyalty and unwavering support is something we cannot thank you enough for, 
especially after the last 18 months.  
Here's to our 'more determined than ever' steps towards a brighter and less restricted future... 
 
Claire Edgar 
 
Retail and Business Development Manager 
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Hi I am Jan Collins  a new recruit to the Barony 

Centre.  

Me and my husband moved to West Kilbride in 

October of last year having spent many happy years 

living in Troon.   It was time for a change and we now 

live in the marvellous seaside town of Seamill.   

I have always kept myself very busy and worked for 

the last 20 Years as a Senior Manager with Marie 

Curie Retail Shops throughout the West of 

Scotland.  It was very rewarding dealing with all the 

Volunteers, working together as a team to raise funds 

for the wonderful work of the Marie Curie 

Nurses.   Every day at Marie Curie was different! 

Are you an artist /maker yourself, if yes what do you make and what inspires you?  

Throughout my life I have always taken an interest in Arts and Crafts and from an early age I 
had great fun doing needlework and tapestry.  I have also been an ardent knitter and loved 
nothing better than producing garments for all our family and friends 
I  love visiting Craft Shows and Fayres with my husband to pick up something unusual or 
different items for our home. 
 
Would you recommend volunteering to others?  
 
The experience in working in the Charity sector made me realise how vital Volunteers are 
and made me want to contribute as a Volunteer within my local community. The opportunity 
to fulfil this at The Barony Centre was the ideal opening I was looking for.  I could not have 
been made more welcome 
 
 
In my spare time, not that I have much, me and my husband visit our son and daughter who 
live in USA and Germany. Throughout my married life our family has been heavily involved in 
sport and we spent lots of time travelling throughout the country supporting our children  
 
A busy life, but I would not have it any other way.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the Barony Centre 

please contact: Eilidh at eilidh.wkcil@gmail.com 

or Tel 01294 829179 
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I continued to do pottery over the years, becoming interested in wheel throwing in the main and 

the production of functional ware. This led me on to another world of experimenting with glazes 

which I continue to do, making all my own glazes. 

About this time I took up another interest, going back to learning how we impact on the planet 

and environment, eventually resulting in a BSc Honours in Human Geography. This degree 

covered aspects of pollution and control, the environment, renewable energy, cities and 

negotiating international treaties, all fascinating and enlightening and of benefit to my business, 

regarding the choice of sites and locations. 

“Meet a Maker”   
  Billy Dunn                                                    Billy/Rona Slevin 

Barony  Newsletter 

I came to west Kilbride some 36 years ago to look at some property. I 

liked the place so much that I stayed and have become fully 

embedded in the local community ,setting up an office for my building 

business and operating from here for 30+ years . I  have taught Judo 

here for 30 years, both in the village hall and in community centre. I 

also taught lifesaving skills through the RLSS for 10 years at the local 

swimming pool. 

My other life, playing with mud (sometimes called pottery), started in 

the mid 1970s on a family camping holiday to the Stoke area where we 

saw some amazing pottery and also found some raw materials (clay) 

going free on the camp site. We brought this home and started on my 

journey through pottery, making small animals, hedgehogs, elephants 

and ash trays, firing them In a sawdust kiln (now called pit firing), 

before graduating to the making of a potters wheel from an old 

washing machine motor and numerous belts (not a great success). I 

knew that this would be a challenging occupation, supporting a wife 

and 4 kids, so, like many before me, I stuck with the day job as a 

building contractor and pottery became my hobby. 
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As I developed my craft, I expanded my interests to include larger pots jugs and vases. I like most 

aspects of pottery and have great love of the 16th century Japanese technique called Raku. With 

this technique, pots are placed in a purpose built kiln, fired to just under 1000 degrees, then 

removed with long tongs and plunged into a bin containing sawdust called a reduction bin. There 

are also saggar firings, where we put the pots in a sealed container into the kiln with various 

organic materials such as seaweed, bananas, horse manure, and coffee grains. Heated up as 

before removing to see the spectrum of colours reds, yellows, greens, all of the pots are unique and 

all of the finishes are on the bare clay surface. Then we can go on to the glazed finish, which is in 

effect a thin layer of coloured glass. Here we get a blend of reds, greens, blues and many other 

colours obtained from metal oxides like iron, chrome or copper, again giving unique handmade 

pots. 

I am a member of the Scottish Potters Association, attending their various workshops and exhibiting 

at events. They publish a quarterly newsletter to keep members up to date with events and articles. 

I am also a member of the Craft Potters Association who operate on a UK wide scale and publish a 

monthly magazine called ‘Ceramic Review’, detailing events and shows around the country. 

I started to sell my work at craft fairs and exhibit in galleries.  I approached the Barony about 

showcasing my work and my pots were accepted. Following this, I was approached by the board of 

directors ,who recognised my maker/business background, and was invited to become a director at 

the Barony, which I enjoy very much. I look after the Barony property, organising the planned, (and 

sometimes unplanned) maintenance in the centre and studios. I also deal with the health and 

safety aspects, as well as attending the monthly board meetings. 
 

My studio is in an outbuilding at my house in West Kilbride, where I also have two gas kilns, 1 

electric kiln and a raku kiln . I can be found there most days and I often get the call to come in for 

my dinner and told that I will be let back out to play afterwards. My interest in pottery, in fact in all 

craft, has grown substantially in recent years.  I am now retired from the construction industry and I 

hold regular classes which are well attended. The students learn how to prepare the clay, throw on 

the potters wheel, build by hand, glaze and many of the other processes involved in pottery. 
 

Over the years I have had many influences, among them are Dave Roberts, one of the top raku 

potters in the world from the North of England, specialising in naked raku. Dave Cohen, a potter 

originally from USA, who came here with the Navy, a great wheel worker and art school lecturer.   

Joe Finch a complete potter, tremendous wheel worker and part of “pottery Royalty”. I’d also 

include Lucy Rie, who has been inspirational in so many ways since her arrival on these shores 

many years ago, she’s very small in size but makes up for it in her achievements. Linda 

Bloomfield, who started life as a materials scientist and is now a potter, holding workshops 

specialising in glazes and writing books. To all of these and many more, too many to list, I am 

thankful for the skills and inspiration they gave me and I will do my best to pass them on. 
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Love Your Library                                                           Kay Hall                                                              

CONVERSATION WITH EDITH CLARKSON 

Edith Clarkson is known as the person who led the fight for a new Library to be built in West 

Kilbride. 

She was elected to North Ayrshire Council as Local Councillor in 1984. As a resident of West 

Kilbride she was well aware of the limited library service available in the village and the restricted 

space in which it was based - a room in the Village Hall. 

The need for a purpose-built Library had been discussed for many, many years and was one of 

the first issues she raised on behalf of the village. She remained determined despite many in the 

Council openly dismissing the project as “West Kilbride doesn’t need a library as they are all rich 

enough to buy books”.  This attitude persists and it took her many undeterred years of 

persuasion and argument. 

It was fortunate that she had a broader knowledge of the community and the perspective to 

understand the extensive merits of full access to a literacy centre and a social hub. She carried 

out research on the reading habits of West Kilbride and found a community that read more 

widely and more extensively than other communities in the area. 

Community need for IT equipment continues and was an area she particularly wanted to see 

developed. She wanted open access for all with the offer of skills training and information 

sharing. The spacious structure of this library building allows people to circulate and meet and 

chat albeit quietly. Wheelchair access was included in the final design and the relaxed space 

gives confidence to folk with physical or mental health issues. The easy availability of internet 

access is vital in today’s world. 

She also looked at location, interviewed locally and considered the needs of young and old and 

the elderly and infirm. Local transport was reviewed and distance from home to the Library and 

back was researched (not unlike the current national commitment to 20 minute neighbourhoods). 

Edith made effort to find a central space for a library which would bring the community into the 

village.  

On discussing specific aspects of the building Edith is particularly delighted by the purpose built 

area for the children where floor length windows allow even the smallest child to be able to look 

out across their village to the hills. A modern lift provides access to the upper floor so everyone 

may share the view as well. 

Eventually a central spot was located and a previous lorry park was gifted to the Council by the 

Jack family for a very low sum of money. 
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A CAUTIONARY TALE 

At a point when she was particularly dispirited, and thinking the Library project would never 

succeed, Edith explored the option of using the Community Centre. She was advised after a 

survey that the floors would not tolerate the weight of a library and this revelation supported her 

case even further. 

WEST KILBRIDE LIBRARY – A STORY FOR YOU 

On the 5th Mar 2021 following the pandemic which had hit communities some 12 months earlier, 
the Council resumed its consultation on how community facilities should operate in future across 
North Ayrshire. 
It quickly became obvious that for many reasons communities were not engaging with the Voice 
Your View site managed by NAC where it was being suggested the Library building should be 
closed and the service moved to the Community Centre. West Kilbride Community Council WKCC 
was concerned that members of our community who had expressed opposition in a public meet-
ing and an open consultation should be encouraged to share their views in other ways. 
An online petition was organised which achieved over 1100 signatures. A Read Out event was 
arranged by a member of the community on a Saturday 1st of May when families brought a book 
and sat on the lawn outside the Library reading together. 
WKCC wrote to the Council expressing opposition to the suggested changes and included the 
petition, photographs of the Read Out and an interesting interview with the Councillor who was 
instrumental in ensuring our lovely Library was built in the first place. 
The situation currently is North Ayrshire Council has agreed not to move our Library.  However 
there is still a conversation to be held. It has been denied that moving the Library was a cost cut-
ting exercise and we still do not have accurate figures for  building and service costs. A lot more 
clarity and transparency would be needed before our community may understand what NAC is 
trying to achieve.  
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Work projects  
Audio and lighting consultancy, design and delivery for public and private venues and attractions.  
Now 
Involved in various community projects and groups. 
Active with Vertex, village hall, park run and WKCIL. 
Sound design and delivery for KBS audio artwork. 
Training for various organisations. 
Experimenting with nature recording, ambisonic recording and delivery. 
Keen photographer especially at night. Enjoy using long exposures, odd techniques and try to 
achieve desired result in camera without post production.  
Future  
Getting a local community studio hub together for training and social interaction. 
Bring more interesting acts and people to perform, talk or teach into West Kilbride.  
Support the creative culture, maker and arts movements within the village and wider area.  
Learning more about interesting stuff 

Background 
Involved in the technical support 
of bands, venues, and art 
projects since 1979. 
Specialise in sound and lighting. 
DJ for 40 years, resident and 
guest. 
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