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I would like to start this update by saying a massive thank you to everyone who has 
supported WKCIL, the Barony Centre and the wider community during 2021. Despite 
this being a very challenging year for all; during a period of reflection and recovery, I 
think it has been a very successful and positive period for many. Having just welcomed 
over 1100 visitors to the Barony for the 2021 Christmas Craft fair, we are certainly 
reaping the benefit of a safe and measured recovery. We deliberated long and hard over 
whether it would be right to hold the event this year, would the timing be right? Will 
enough people attend? The answer was a resounding yes. 
 
I would also like to thank the continuing efforts of our volunteers that support the 
Initiative, and several emerging projects that are championing community engagement 
and positivity throughout the village. YOU are what make the community in West Kilbride 
so buoyant and one of the main reasons that we (West Kilbride) have been made a 
finalist in the Scotland Loves Local Awards, Creative Town category. Our continuing 
innovation, creativity, inspiring ideas and results over the past 12 months have been 
quite astounding.   
 
I hope the coming weeks over the festive period and into the New Year bring much of 
the same success and positivity. The highlight of the season will be the Alternative 
Giving exhibition and the start of 2022 which will showcase 'Scotland's Year of Stories'. 
In a village like West Kilbride, with a rich history going back well before 500 AD, we have 
many stories to tell. The New Year will also bring many challenges, but as the recovery 
continues, exciting new projects in the village will emerge, including ambitious plans for 
a Community Media Hub, Arts Education programme and national / international 
creative collaborations.  
 
The next step in the history of WKCIL, our story, will be to review our development and 
business plan to build resilience for the future. This will aim to prioritise community 
involvement, local prosperity and increased engagement across all of the organisations 
in the village. 2021 has been a year that allowed WKCIL to grow as a 'Community 
Anchor' and 2022 will be a year when we welcome other Ships into our Harbour. To help 
us going forward, I urge YOU to get involved, volunteer, contribute, and support our 
events and exhibitions. Without community support and interaction, WKCIL would be 
redundant. As a not-for-profit organisation, 100% of what we aim to do is community 
centred, designed to benefit the local community. If you feel that there is an avenue we 
can explore or an 'initiative' that we can develop - the Board of Directors would like to 
hear about it.  
 
Until the next issue of the Newsletter, I would like to wish you all an enjoyable festive 
period, a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2022.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Kirk Macrae 
Director and Chairperson WKCIL 
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We have just launched the last Exhibition of 2021, our Alternative Giving Christmas 
Exhibition, and that's a wrap - what a superb few months since our reopening in April 
2021! 
It has definitely been yet another year to reflect back on, there have been various 
challenges and hurdles to overcome as we have taken our post-pandemic steps towards 
the 'new normal'. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our customers and visitors for their 
unwavering support and encouragement over the last 18 months especially. 
 
As we near the end of 2021, we are excitedly looking forward to the 2022 Programme of 
Exhibitions and Events, 
2022 will see the launch of Visit Scotland's themed Year of Stories and what a year it is 
going to be! 
 
"Scotland's Year of Stories will sustain and build upon the momentum of the preceding Themed 

Years to spotlight, celebrate and promote the wealth of stories inspired by, written or created in 

Scotland.from icons of local literature to local tales, the year will encourage locals and visitors 

to experience a diversity of voices, take part in events and explore the places, people and 

cultures connected to all forms of stories, past and present. It will contribute to recovery from the 

pandemic and inspire new stories of Scotland to be shared." 

 

The scope for us to get involved, as Scotland's only designated 'Craft Town', is 
immense. There are so many stories to be told through different craft/art disciplines, and 
there are so many stories to be told of West Kilbride, it's history and heritage. 
 
Our plan is to work closely with local businesses and organisations to celebrate our 
stories. Our Exhibition Programme will include stories from our Western Islands, The 
Scottish Potters Association, a selection of local and national artists/makers, and of 
course our very own wee 'Tattie Toon', steeped in a heritage of weaving, wool and 
agriculture, and we will encourage participation from our local Primary School and North 
Ayrshire's Secondary Schools. 
 

Claire Edgar 

Retail and Business Development Manager 

Photograph by Robin Parker 

https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/ 
https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/ 

https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/
https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/
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“Meet a Volunteer”   
  Rene Johansen                            Rene/Rona Slevin 

My name is Rene Johansen and I'm originally from Cape 
Town, South Africa. We moved to West Kilbride in March 
2021. I started volunteering at the Barony shortly after that 
in order to meet like minded people in the arts and craft 
community. It has been a wonderful way to meet people 
and I have felt very welcome by the staff members and 
other volunteers of the Barony. Volunteering is a wonderful 
way to connect with people in the village and I would 
definitely recommend volunteering at the Barony. There is 
a lovely environment and great people around all the time.  

 

As an artist myself, I work with painting, 
printmaking and drawing. I studied visual arts at 
the University of South Africa, graduating in 
2017. I have just bought a pottery kiln and I'm 
very excited to try my hand at that very soon. My 
work often deals with ideas around the 
environment and the human/nature connection. I 
draw inspiration from the natural world and then 
go into my studio to rework the ideas formed 
outdoors.  
 
“It's been a joy to be welcomed into the West 
Kilbride community and I look forward to many 
happy years here." 
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“Meet an Artist”   
  Kelsey Todd                                              Kelsey/Rona Slevin 
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My name is Kelsey Todd. I am a 23 year old Artist from Kilwinning. 
My 2 main passions in life are wild water swimming and painting 
people swimming underwater.  
My inspiration for my paintings comes from my love for swimming 
in the sea and when I was 11 years old, I first saw and admired 
Elena Kalis’ underwater photography. Her images captivated my 
imagination. But it wasn’t until I was studying HND fine arts course 
at college that I first began to paint underwater images as that was 
my chosen theme for that year. The first one I ever painted was a 
photograph that my mum took of me swimming underwater on 
holiday. I loved the colours, the light refractions and the distortions 
so much that I continued with this theme even after completing my 
college course.  
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Since leaving college I have taken part in various exhibitions and won ‘Young Artist of the Year’ 
award 2 years running at the North Ayrshire Open Art Exhibition. Through meeting other artists 
at this exhibition from New Cunningham Art Club I was then invited to join them with their yearly 
exhibition at the Barony. I have participated with them 3 times now and helped out with the 
stewarding. 

The Barony is a beautiful building and is a fantastic venue for art exhibitions and the cafe within 

the Barony is an added bonus. The opening nights are always a highlight of the year and it is 

lovely to meet the other artists and their families and friends. 

 

My plan for the future is to continue painting, have solo exhibitions and to one day be a well 

known artist. 

https://www.facebook.com/kelseytoddart/ 

Instagram @kelseytoddart 
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“Totie Photies”   
  Jacki Gordon                                            Jacki/Rona Slevin 

You could knock me down with a feather. I never expected that I would be doing what I am doing 

now, as I had my gaze firmly fixed on April 2021 – my target date for retiring (I had been working 

as a research and evaluation consultant). Yet here I am, not only taking my dog for the very long 

walks that I had dreamed of, and pounding the streets as I train for another marathon, but 

shoehorning in time to further develop my portfolio of  the ‘Totie Photies’ that I have been taking 

since last December. 

It all started during lockdown. Like everyone else, I was trying to find ways to entertain myself. 

And others. 

So, with restrictions on travel, I put aside my coveted telephoto lens that I use for photographing 

wildlife, and turned my attention to inspiration closer to home: actually, inspiration in the home as 

I rummaged about for things to photograph. 

I started to juxtapose everyday objects and foodstuffs with Lego men, and then started to play 

about more with scale. So I went online, and bought my first set of railway model figures  – a 

group of Nordic walkers. 

I set up a shot of them walking across a Tunnocks teacake – intended as a homage to the Ailsa 

Craig as I missed my walks along the Ayrshire coast and my views of this iconic landmark. (At 

the time, we were not permitted to travel outwith our local authority area.) 

The BBC featured this teacake image in its weekly roundup of photos from around Scotland. I 

was blown away by the nice comments on social media. 

A Walk on the Mallow Side 
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And so, I bought another set of figures….. And another, and another…. 

A few weeks later, the BBC ran a wee segment on my Totie Photies, covering it on their 

website, TV and radio. Overnight, my followers on Instagram rose from four (!) to close to 

3,000. 

Followers have been so kind. I get loads of messages to say how my images make them 

smile. 

So, I continue to try to raise some smiles by creating and sharing new images very week. 

You can see these at @jacki_gordon and via my website: totiephoties.com. 

Prints of my Totie Photies have gone around the world, and I have also had a few 
commissions. 

How many does it take to crack a peanut? New shoes, shame about the corn 

Pigs will fly 
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The Barony Board, staff and volunteers would like to extend a huge thanks to all the 

Directors who have retired/stepped down from the board over the last 18 months, for all 

their hard work and dedication to WKCIL; John Purves, Kay Hall, Kay Fegan, Linda 

Nicholson, Ange Sewell, Douglas Penman and Kerry MacMillan. 

We would also like to welcome our new Directors, Drew Kirkland, Heather McCann and 

Audrey McNeish.  

Kay Hall has now rejoined the Board in 2021 as a Co-opted Director. 

Kirk Macrae-Chair Billy Dunn-Vice Chair 

Kay Hall-Co-opted Director Rona Slevin-Director 
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Drew Kirkland 

Has lived in the West Kilbride area for over 15 years 
40 years working with sound, lighting and A/V  
Interests are mainly media, creativity and technology 
over the years.  
Aims are to help West Kilbride continue to improve as 
a place to live and vist through good management, 
training and community engagement.  

Heather McCann 

Hello my names Heather…delighted to be part of the 

WKCIL to help support the fantastic work that goes on 

to unite, inspire and engage the local community to get 

creative. Aside from volunteering and work, I love the 

outdoors, so being out on a paddle board or up the hills 

is where I’ll be :)  

Audrey McNeish 
 
Audrey lives in West Kilbride with her husband John and 
their two dogs. Before retiring and moving to West Kilbride 
in 2019 they lived on a farm near Knockentiber where they 
had a herd of Highland cattle and various other farm 
animals. They also opened a Garden Centre and the 
‘Toffee Coo Tearoom’ on their farm. Local artists and 
authors exhibited and sold their work within the tearoom 
and held art classes/workshops for the local 
community.  Audrey has a long career as a social worker, 
manager and university lecturer. She has worked for Local 
Authorities and worked directly with and for voluntary and 
charitable organisations, including managing a Rape 
Counselling Service and previously being a voluntary Board 
Member/Director for an organisation working with 
vulnerable families in the East End of Glasgow. Her work 
has included successful identification of funding sources 
and development of new and existing services. Audrey is 
looking forward to putting her varied experience to good 
use as a Director with West Kilbride Community Initiative 
Limited. 

New Directors 
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