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Firstly, I would like to wish all WKCIL members, supporters and the wider community all the very 
best in 2022 and I hope you have all had a good festive period. 

It has undoubtedly been a challenging year for every charitable business in the 3rd sector. As Chair 
of WKCIL, I recognise the importance of our organisation and the direct impact we have on West 
Kilbride (and further afield) across a range of arts and crafts, cultural and environmental projects. 
The Board of Volunteer Directors do not take this responsibility lightly and we continue to be 
committed to improving and developing our initiatives, increasing social inclusion and opportunities 
for all. If there is a project you think we can support, contact us directly.  

All that said, managing a 3rd sector charity is unforgiving and success or failure has increasingly 
fine financial margins and we have experienced significant challenges to sustain our output in the 
last 12 months. The continuing pandemic, well over 2 years of impact to our way of life, has 
changed the way we operate. Not to discourage expansion or cultural growth, we must carefully 
manage our aspirations and ambition in a time of economic uncertainty. Regardless, that will not 
impact our ability to innovate, inspire and support the community. 

When appointed as Chair my vision was to ensure that we embraced increasing access and 
participation of people from all sectors of the community. We have certainly done so and new 
projects will see this expand even further. Our formidable Arts Education partner, Karen Teal, is 
driving an exciting new project 'Simply Create' forward, which aims to offer access to creative space 
for all. A great deal of work has gone in to this project and I am incredibly excited to see it flourish. 
Similarly, our Barony programme for 2022 is the most ambitious yet! There will certainly be 
something for all. In tandem, we have initiated working groups focusing on charitable funding, 
development of a local media hub and social inclusion to meet the needs of neurodiversity. Much 
more news to come on these areas over the next 6 months. The Board will meet over the next few 
months to develop these new ideas and I can certainly say that we are on track to bring you a very 
ambitious 2022! 

Finally, community communication is always a challenge; sharing our updates and progress. It is an 
area that I want to see improve and I am aware that it could be better. In 2022 I want to develop 
more interaction and avenues to share information. As a step towards that, I aim to commence 
quarterly community forums to discuss issues, speaking directly to myself as Chair or key 
stakeholders in our 3rd sector organisation. We will also look at other ways in which we can ensure 
the maximum participation of our members and supporters and that will include updating you of our 
strategic priorities and ambitious plans in the year ahead. 

I would wish for WKCIL to be an organisation that encourages unity in the community and strong 
partnerships. Links that are not easily broken by wider national shocks or 'bumps in the road'. With 
your help, support, and participation, I think we can achieve that and I believe that we have a bright 
future ahead in 2022 and beyond. 

As ever, thank you for your continued support. 

Kirk Macrae 

Director and Chairperson WKCIL 
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2022 is Scotland's Year of Stories; a year to celebrate our rich heritage of stories and story-telling; 
a year to encourage and inspire our younger generations to learn about their traditions and local 
legends; a year to understand the importance of our own stories; the influences and the 
inspirations behind them - how they help give us a sense of place and belonging... 

Our key focus here at Craft Town Scotland will be to explore; how art/craft can be used to tell a 
story; how art/craft can preserve tradition/heritage/legend/folklore; the stories behind individual 
makers/artists and how they impact on their creative practices; how an artist/maker's natural 
environment can inspire them to 'create'. 

Our Programme of Exhibitions and Events is going to be one of the most inclusive to date, the 
ambition being to link up our local communities, both younger and older generations, using every 
opportunity to highlight how important our story-telling traditions are in preserving our identities, 
values and traditions. 

This themed Year of Stories comes at the most appropriate of times - we are struggling to make 
our ways in our post-pandemic world, and one message that has resonated loudly is that of 
community spirit...our need to connect...our need to create... 

Our first Exhibition of the Year is 'West Kilbride Stories - Part I', launching on Thursday 3rd 
February. 

We will be exploring our heritages, weaving/wool/agriculture, key historical figures, and celebrating 
some wonderful people from our past who had a positive influence on our community. 

Pupils from West Kilbride Primary will be participating in various projects, such as trips to The 
Barony Centre and Campbellton Farm on the Hunterston Estate, taking part in a Clan Hunter story
-telling session, and creating their very own 'class weaving'. 

Launching on March 21st is 'Island Stories - a celebration of our Clyde Islands, Mull and Islay'.  

This exhibition will not only give makers and artists from some of our more remote 
communities the opportunity to connect and create, but will also allow the stories that underpin 
their traditions and heritage to be told through their creative practices. 

We are hoping to encourage many of our local businesses to take part in this fabulous themed 
year and 'tell their story', so look out for the 'Supporting Year of Stories' posters and find out more 
about the community in which you live :-) 

 

Claire Edgar 

Retail and Business Development Manager 

Baby News      

The Barony  board, staff and 

volunteers would like to 

congratulate Eilidh Staniforth, 

one of our Business Managers, 

her husband James and son 

Jack on the new addition to their 

family, baby Ollie. He was born 

on the 22.12.2021. Mum and 

Ollie are doing well. 
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I am from Wales and I originally trained in the early 80’s as a 

weaver of fine silks and cottons and became a freelance 

designer for a number of UK companies.  I supplemented my 

freelance work with teaching Art and Textiles at the colleges 

and when my daughter was born in 1989 I gave up weaving 

and became a teacher of Art and Textiles for 11-18 year old.  

During my teaching career I was Art teacher, Head of Art, 

Head of Faculty, Visual and Performing Arts Coordinator with 

many other aspects to my job.  I decided that I wanted to find 

out how students were educated in different countries and in 

2012 I moved to Suzhou, Jiangsu province in China to teach 

for 4 years where I set up a new art department in a new 

school for Chinese students.  Suzhou is called the silk capital 

of China and I gained many wonderful experiences.   In 2016 

I moved to teach in Basel Switzerland to teach Art in an 

International school.  2018 moved back to south Wales and 

started to give workshops in the local communities and 

volunteer and give workshops in the local galleries.  

November 2020 my partner was offered his dream job 

working from Largs Marina and here we are. 

What’s your connection to West Kilbride and the Barony? 

A few times I had visited Largs with my partner to sail around the islands and as soon as we knew 

we were coming to live in the area I joined FB groups and 52 Stitched stories and whenever we 

were up in Scotland we visited West Kilbride.  When we were making our priority list for buying a 

house the two top points were: no more than 30 minutes away from Largs and in the area of West 

Kilbride for the Craft Town community 

Now I am here I volunteer at the Barony once a week and I have become part of the WKCIL. I 

freelance as Art Education and Projects and am continuing the wonderful work that Kay Hall began 

with the Riso Studio, also working with local secondary schools to link them with the Barony and 

also recently created the Community Creative hub at the Barony Simply Create. 

Do you have a studio or work from home? 

No at the minute I don’t have a studio but it is something I want and have been trying to work out 

whether to build one in the garden or rent somewhere but for now I work from my front room with 

my two dogs keeping me company. 



Page 5 Issue 15 

What do you make and what and who inspires you? how did you get your business started 

as a maker? 

Three years ago, after teaching for 32 years I was given the opportunity to reclaim my own practice 

and find my personal creativity again.  I did not want to return to weaving I wanted to experiment 

with all the ideas that had been put on the back burner whilst I had been teaching.  I returned to 

the South Wales valleys where mining remnants and history lay hidden and abandoned in the 

forests.   I decided to begin using the rich heritage, culture, and landscape to create textiles and 

art.  A year ago, I moved to West Kilbride in the middle of the pandemic and used the isolation to 

begin exploring my new home  area whilst walking my dogs and researching the industrial and 

maritime history of the area continuing my creative journey. 

During my explorations, I have begun finding Scottish rusted objects that have been discarded by 

local industries and people.  I find these in the local woods, quarries, streets, and beaches as I 

have explored my new location.  With these objects I have been experimenting to create unique 

colours and patterns on fabrics and papers laying the background of my walks in preparation for 

the narrative to be overlaid. The pieces are complimented with botanical printing of nature from the 

area and to complete the narrative a linear stitched map of lines and textures are to be added to 

create a record of the walk and history of the area. 

I work with mainly reclaimed, recycled fabrics and papers because as a textile’s artist, and person 

who lives on this planet, I try to repurpose materials where possible to create new visual pieces of 

the community I live in. 

Artists that inspire me are Alice Fox and her rust dying and working with nature, Shelley Rhodes 

and her textiles and mixed media explorations and many Instagram artists, too many to name. 
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“Featured Photographer 
  Lyle Dornan—LD Photography                Lyle/Rona  

Hi, my name is Lyle Dornan and I'm 24 years old. I began taking photos at the beginning of 

the 1st lockdown in 2019 and now I'm currently in my 2nd year at college. I've been featured 

in newspapers, Ayrshire Magazine and had a few images shared online. I live in an East 

Ayrshire town called Auchinleck, home to the Barony A frame and Dumfries Estate. I learned 

how to take photographs and use my camera in these spots and from there I've continued 

into portraiture, pets, events and other types of photography. 

I actually began with a small toy drone which I had bought just to fool around with since 

everything was locked down due to covid. After using it for a month or so I had saved up for 

one with a good camera. I then started posting my photos and videos online and was getting 

quite a bit of feedback from the locals. I was then published in the local paper after I shot a 

video of our snowy town and surroundings. I then got a camera from my Papa who didn't use 

it anymore and I started to really get interested in photography. 

I purchased my own semi pro camera a few months later and everything took off from there. I 

started with selling prints and canvases of my landscapes, then I began college as I wanted 

to learn more. 

I try and push the people around me to chase something they love, I have worked in places 

that made me feel rubbish but now I can finally say I love what I do!   
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https://www.facebook.com/LD-Photography 
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SIMPLY CREATE is a community creative hub (like a craft café) on a Monday from 12.30 – 2.30 

at the Barony Centre in West Kilbride and is free to attend and everyone is welcome.  It is a 

social creative community group for all ages and it gives an opportunity and space for people to 

continue their own creative work whether they are already established in their art/craft or want to 

share and learn new creative skills.  The sessions are drop in, so people do not have to commit 

to coming each week, allowing flexibility for your routines.  As an experienced Art and Textiles 

teacher Karen Teal facilitates the weekly community sessions setting up the venue, creating a 

programme of activities should people want ideas and stimuli, she also connects with local 

artists/makers to give presentations to the group on different types of arts/crafts.  As part of the 

weekly sessions people will be encouraged to recycle and reuse things which they have within 

their own homes or swap/reuse materials with other members of the group.   

The last Monday each month is Maker/Artist day where the group are introduced to local artists 

and makers showing them many different skills and talking about their creative work.  Claire from 

Hope Jacare in the village will be the January guest talking about her textiles work and in 

February we have Caroline Borland talking about her Art and Jewellery. 

Even although it is only in its beginnings it is proving a popular session and friends are meeting, 

new friendships are being made, new skills are being learnt and shared.  Everyone brings their 

own creative projects which include; knitting, stitching, crochet, felt making, watercolour, pebble 

paintings, jewellery making, decoupage to name but a few.   

At the minute the sessions are held once a week but it is hoped that there will be another 

session in the week which will enable more people to come and join the creative hub. 
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Quote - "I really love the group and getting to do my crafting alongside like-minded people. As 

someone who has recently moved to the area, and suffers a great deal with anxiety, the group 

has been an amazing way to not only get to know people but also combat my worries around 

being out in public. I feel genuinely excited to go to crafting club on a Monday. Everyone has 

made me feel very welcome and I love getting to see what people make and share ideas." 

"I feel very lucky to live in an area were projects like Simply Creative are encouraged and 

supported. These sessions provide many benefits - whether its the opportunity to share skills 

and ideas or just to have a chat its an ideal forum.  It's a very welcoming environment so no 

one feels uncomfortable and you can mix and mingle to what ever level you want. I actually 

look forward to Mondays now!" 

This project gives everyone the opportunity to connect, reconnect and create new friendships in 

the safety of the Barony through arts and crafts. Bring along your own creative work of any sort, 

share ideas, ask questions and be introduced to artists and creators in the community and the 

local area 
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