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Since our last newsletter at the beginning of April, we have continued to welcome many visitors 
into The Barony Centre - we are starting to see an increase in footfall to our fabulous wee town 
and we are hopeful for a very busy and exciting Summer! 
So far in 2022 almost 6,000 folk have visited us, whether to browse the Gallery Shop, take in one 
of the fantastic exhibitions, or to indulge in a wee tasty treat in the Cafe, we are happy to have 
welcomed them to our Craft Town. 
 
Our 'Island Stories' Exhibition was very well received and the feedback we have had has been 
very encouraging - it has been great to introduce new artists and makers from our Clyde Islands 
and for them to have the opportunity to tell stories and tales from their communities. 
 
On 7th May the long anticipated Scottish Potters Association's Exhibition, 'Stories' launched - and 
it has been epic! 
Since opening this national exhibition we have welcomed 1,100 visitors and the comments they 
have left have been so supportive and positive. 
There have been many red dots appearing, not surprising considering the quality of 
craftsmanship and the broad range of work on display - certainly one of our most favourite 
exhibitions to date! 
 
Looking ahead we are excited about our big campaign of 'Thanks' to our amazing team of 
volunteers, not just at The Barony Centre, but throughout the entire community. To celebrate our 
'unsung heroes' we are supporting #VolunteersWeekScot - this initiative runs from 1-7 June every 
year and it is a great opportunity to take the time to thank those who volunteer their time and 
energy to support their communities. 
We are kick-starting the week with a Volunteer Recruitment Drive which is being held on 
Wednesday 1st June 4.30-6.30pm at The Barony Centre - many of our local community groups 
will be there to tell you all about their projects and how you can get involved and give back to your 
community in whichever way you can - all are warmly invited and refreshments will be provided. 
 
Our next Exhibition will be the return of the North Ayrshire Pupil's Photographic Exhibition - pupils 
from 5 of our Secondary Schools will be displaying their Higher Photography submissions - a 
great opportunity for them to experience a gallery exhibition before they head off to realise their 
goals/ambitions! 
New Cunningham Open Art Club will be holding their annual show towards the end of July and 
that will be us almost approaching Autumn...this year is definitely flying by fast! 
 
As we have mentioned before, 2022 is the Year to celebrate Scotland's Stories, and our 
Programme of Exhibitions and Events has been designed with this in mind... 
We are always looking for opportunities to pull together all of our local businesses in the Main 
Street/Ritchie Street and to celebrate this 'Stories' theme we have started creating a West Kilbride 
Story Trail - our local businesses are displaying their 'story' in their windows so visitors (and 
locals) can learn more about them! This is a gradual process, we are hoping to have as many 
businesses involved as possible, if you haven't heard from us yet do not worry we will be popping 
in soon!  
 
As always we would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your support, 
encouragement and custom - let's look forward to a busy, and warmer, Summer! 

 

Claire Edgar 

Retail and Business Development Manager 
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"Having arrived in Scotland in May 2018, I was lucky to start volunteering at the 
Barony centre in the September. From the very beginning, I felt that volunteers 
were really appreciated by management.  
It was an opportunity for me to do community service, meet new people and work 
in a lovely environment (including the wonderful smells coming from the cafe)! 
I'm grateful for the experience and hope the Barony centre goes from strength to 
strength." 
Jocelyne Burrow - May 2022 

"As a potter and retired lecturer visiting my daughter, then living in West 
Kilbride, I was introduced to the Barony in its early stage (the furniture 
fundraising initiative). Later I came to live in Largs only to find this wonderful 
conversion completed. It has been a delight to have been able to contribute 
as a volunteer to this remarkable venture. The exhibition space is exceptional 
together with all the other associated facilities. I have met such dedicated 
and able people, in both forms of the Barony's existence, who have worked 
so hard and creatively to keep this venture not only viable but aesthetically 
and socially at such a high level. The place is really alive! There have been 
some outstanding exhibitions and it has been very rewarding to meet and 
talk with the appreciative visiting public. 
As someone who has been able to sell work through the shop and take part 
in exhibitions I feel it only right to give some time and help in return. Fellow 
volunteers have been a joy to meet and spend time with." 
James Bassett - May 2022 

"Volunteering is part of who I am and no matter where I have lived, what country 
or community I have lived in, whether doing my job as a teacher or doing my own 
creative work I have always been happy volunteering, meeting people and 
becoming part of a community." 
Karen Teal - May 2022 

"I have been a volunteer in the Barony Centre shop since 2016. I was looking for 
things to do in my retirement and I saw a notice that the Barony Centre was 
looking for volunteers. It was already one of my “go to” places locally. It’s such a 
beautiful space for exhibitions and the shop and the cafe are great too. 
I feel a sense of belonging to the "Barony Family". I also hope that I am 
contributing to the success of the Barony Centre and the Craft Town." 

Sandra Bale - May 2022  

"I grew up with art. My sister was a fine art artist and growing up she 
introduced me to art galleries across Glasgow and across London. She 
attended Central Saint Martins College in London and I would often help her 
with her paintings and Installations. 
I know how difficult it can be to be sold as an artist or maker and am happy to 
give my time to help others succeed in this venture. I have a background in 
retail 
and so am well versed in being able to upsell.  That is why you will often find 
me opening the glass cabinets for customers and nothing is too much trouble 
to secure the Barony another sale." 

James Coghlan - May 2022 
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My professional background is quite 
varied but has always been connected in 
some way to books.  On graduating from 
Glasgow School of Art's sculpture 
department I trained as a diesinker (a 
rather obscure and specialised form of 
hand-engraving and mechanical 
engineering), supplying printers and 
bookbinders with hand-engraved metal 
blocks which were used to emboss or 
print gold lettering or imagery.  I've also 
worked in the antiquarian book trade and 
have been a book collector all my life.  In 
2005 I enrolled on an HNC bookbinding 
course at the Glasgow College of 
Building & Printing, initially with the 
intention of acquiring sufficient skills to 
enable me to repair and restore books 
and paper but this ultimately led to a 
career in fine bookbinding and, more 
particularly, 'design bookbinding'. 

What do you make and what and/or who inspires you? 

Design bookbinding is a process which combines the hand-skills of fine bookbinding with a unique 
design concept.  Design bindings are made to the highest possible technical standards using the 
finest materials (typically vegetable-tanned leathers, hand-made papers, letterpress printing, fine 
art printing and tooled gold leaf) with the design work inspired by or relating to the content of the 
book.  Often this is done in an illustrative and decorative way but my approach has always been 
more abstract and expressive in nature.   Design bindings are collected by private book or art 
collectors and public institutions such as national libraries and museums.  I work to commission or 
for exhibition.  Examples of my work are now held in private and public collections in the UK, EU 
and USA, including the National Library of Scotland, The British Library and the Yale Centre for 
British Art.  My most important commissions have been for the Booker Prize competition with work 
produced for, amongst others, Scottish writer Ali Smith and Edinburgh-based Lucy 
Ellmann.  A feature of my recent output has been a focus on Scottish writers,  this has included 
bindings of books by; Hugh MacDiarmid, William McIlvanney and Fiona MacLeod with 
further bindings planned on works by W. S. Graham, Violet Jacob and Robert Burns. 
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How did you get your business started as a maker? 

My bookbinding career started out very modestly, initially working from home and then from 
the  corner of an industrial workshop, mostly on repair and restoration jobs.   As a result of some 
successful bookbinding competition entries and exhibition sales I gradually started to grow a 
reputation as a design binder.  Commissions and work opportunities increased until I reached a 
point where I was able to invest in and equip a craft studio and bindery in Irvine.  The bindery then 
allowed me to run classes and workshops and provide extended facilities for silk screen printing, 
traditional paper marbling and leather dyeing.  Teaching is now an important part of my practice 
and I am now able to offer City & Guilds courses.  Most of my students are from Scotland but I also 
get occasional visitors from England, Europe and USA for tuition on advanced and specialised 
bookbinding techniques.  
 
What do you think will be the benefits of having a studio in West Kilbride as part of Craft 
Town Scotland? 
 
I am now a tenant of WKCI Studio 3.  The bindery has basic 3D printing and CNC cutting facilities 
in addition to some substantial cast iron, Victorian book presses!  Over the years I have collected a 
range of letterpress printing equipment and plan to restore this and provide old-fashioned, ink-on-
paper, lead type printing. This is a long-term project with the ultimate aim of being able to print and 
bind books in-house hopefully in collaboration with writers and illustrators.  Being part of Craft 
Town Scotland also allows me to take advantage of the Risograph print studio and very soon I will 
be offering workshops on bookbinding, paper decoration and boxmaking. 

Website: mcewan.co.uk 

Instagram: Instagram.com/tmcewan 
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All our community groups add to the quality of our lives and need easy access to funding.  To be 

quite honest it’s hard enough running the group activities without having to find and complete 

funding applications on top of it all.  So we started to seek ways we might be able to raise 

funding for our community groups and we heard about the Darvel Lottery which successfully 

raises over £2000 per month for their village – and our village is bigger! 

We are asking everyone to commit to buying a £5 ticket each month for a year and hopefully 

longer.  You have to set up a standing order and each month you will be entered into the draw 

and the winners will receive a prize of 50% of takings divided into a much bigger first prize and 

two runner ups. If you don’t have a way of setting up a standing order then ask a friend or family 

member and let us know it’s for you.  All the information is on the website 

www.westkilbrideayrshire.co.uk 

Our community groups will receive regular invitations to apply for funding and our village will be 

asked to vote for projects. The applications will be straight forward and will not require hours of 

time to complete. Darvel Lottery reports that this system works well and everybody wins. 

We should also mention the other two local funders who are very supportive to the village. We 

value the West Kilbride Trust which manages the distribution of community investment from the 

windfarm companies and the May Lockhart Trust which is a fund established by a local resident 

who left money in trust for the village.  If you ever see Japanese Anemones in the village it’s 

odds on they came from May’s garden.  Both these funders are greatly valued by our community 

groups.  The West Kilbride Lottery will complement both these funding streams and provide a 

stable source of income for many years to come. 

Kay Hall May 2022 

Secretary to West Kilbride Lottery 

COMMUNITY GROUPS – Football Clubs – Sports – Community Centre – Village Hall - 

Community Roots (Larder and Shed) – the Initiative – Museum Society - Music In WK – 

Christmas Lights – the Rural – Horticultural Society – Bowling – Tennis - Gala - 

Scarecrows – Rotary – Creative Works – Tramps – Vertex – Portencross Castle – Civic 

Society – the Environmental Group -some of the Churches’ projects – Craufurd Ave 

Children’s Park - and there could be many more so please let us know through the 

website www.westkilbrideayrshire.co.uk 

about:blank
about:blank
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Scottish Potters Association Exhibition 

There is still time to catch Scottish Potters “Stories” exhibition, it’s on 

until June 11th. 
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Barony Feedback 

If you ever find yourself in West Kilbride then this is the go to place for a great cup of 

coffee and home baked scone. I asked who made the scones and the lady in charge of 

the cafe said she did. I even enquired about the jam as it was lovely! 

They can do lunch too but we were there for a coffee break. Most coffee is disappointing 

in my opinion. We drink it and accept it as it is. Not so with their coffee...lovely! 

 

The arts centre has a well-stocked display of art with something for everyone. Friendly 

lady at the front desk. Car parking nearby. 

 

I know they have closed at present because of Coronavirus but do support them once 

this has passed and we can use the cafe once more. You won't be disappointed. 

(via Trip Advisor March 2020) 

Super exhibition, items for sale and yummy home-made lunch in the cafe. Well worth 

a wee drive here. 

(via Google Reviews April 2022) 

I keep meaning to email to pass on some comments a friend of mine made after visiting 
The Barony. She didn’t know about Craft Town Scotland or The Barony and was so im-
pressed by the space, the exhibition on show, and especially the shop and café. So she 
bought craft (always good) and is planning to go back to visit some studios as she had 
such a great experience. It’s always nice to hear such positive feedback so I wanted to 
pass it on you and the team… 
 

(via email April 2022) 

Exhibition Feedback May 2022 – Scottish Potters Association Exhibition 

7/5- Gerry McGrath- came in to buy some cards. And found this astonishing 
exhibition! Brilliant pottery and so well arranged. Well done! Thanks 
 
7/5- Jackie Fitzgibbon- Such imagination! Totally blown away and inspired! 
 
7/5- Brian Wheeler- Amazing variety of work on show from Scottish Potters. 
 
7/5- Karen James- A wonderful array of fired clay- so inspiring!  
 
9/5- Mark & Julie Hodgett- Best ceramics exhibition that I've been to! Excellent! 
 
11/5- Joan- Awesome! 
 
12/5- 5 of us- 'Luvclub' ladies from Dundee had a FAB morning. So informative 
great products, wonderful 'guide' 
 
12/5- F Hamilton- Great exhibition. Well presented. 
 
14/5- Fran Marquis- What a brilliant exhibition and well done to the organisers!!! 
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Hi, my name is Scott Glasgow I was born 1972 and brought 
up in Glasgow, moving to Largs 2017. I was introduced to 
photography through a community hall in Maryhill as a 
young teenager and learned film photography including, 
developing film and making prints in the dark room as part of 
a community project. This is where I developed a love of 
black and white imagery (it was cheaper) but experienced 
the magical experience of seeing images appear from blank 
pieces of paper.  

I do prefer black and white, and my inspiration was the photojournalism of the 80’s including 

the war in Beirut and Lebanon, the miners’ strike, Northern Ireland, and the social ills of 

Glasgow at the time. So, when starting out I photographed other community projects in 

Maryhill including youth theatre, fundraiser events, community galas, and cultural 

celebrations (Burns Night). Living in the centre of the city meant that I was also drawn to the 

urban environment and spent time shooting the industrial buildings and structures of the 

Clydeside and the canal around Maryhill.  Sadly, I didn’t maintain my photography when 

entering the world of work and raising family, I returned to the new digital age of photography 

10 years ago but with no consistency until the last year or two. I still prefer black and white 

and love nothing more than heading out on the streets to observe human interaction and 

behaviour or shooting urban surroundings and industry in the landscape.  
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I find photography these days a form of relaxation and use it for myself, I produce images 

that I like and if others find something be it joy or another emotion then that makes me 

happy. I am an amateur photographer; I prefer the French definition of this for my 

photography which is ‘the love of’ and I’m looking forward to seeing how I develop my style 

and voice through the medium of photography.    

Instagram is @glasgowjscott 

website is www.glasgowdocumentaryphotography.com  

http://www.glasgowdocumentaryphotography.com/?fbclid=IwAR1K0MKgVMjj8UrN7RIvob_iSFEjh8okxEQTOaLgXR1IrKHpMpaU732DfhU
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Scott Glasgow 
Photographer          


