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It has been a busy few months for Craft Town Scotland and the Initiative, ahead of a very busy 
festive period and ambitious programme for 2023. Following a very successful Christmas Craft Fair 
in the Barony, we are all looking forward to the Alternative Giving Exhibition which will see us into 
the New Year. Given that the team have been so busy supporting these fantastic events, I am very 
proud to acknowledge the efforts we have made in supporting West Kilbride Yuletide 2022, eagerly 
anticipated following the cessation of the event during the pandemic. Together with West Kilbride 
Community Association and other community organisations, the permanent Staff have worked very 
hard to rekindle the event. We have co-ordinated with local makers, businesses and community 
volunteers to make this a wonderful experience for the village.  
 
Since the last update, we have continued to offer a number of workshops and events through 
Simply Create and the West Kilbride Print Studio. These have been a resounding success and will 
continue well into next year. A big thank you to Karen Teal and her supporting volunteers for 
making these classes so inclusive; incorporating a wide range of creative and crafting skills each 
time. This chimes with the incredible work of the Environmental Group who continue to brave the 
harsh winter weather, maintaining our green spaces and preparing plants / seedlings ahead of the 
spring. The Boyd Orr garden and Community Larder are now thriving, thanks to the continued hard 
work of volunteers and our strong working relationship with Community Roots. 
 
A word of apology on behalf of West Kilbride Community Trust. The funding applications this year 
have been finalised, with successful organisations being informed earlier in November. Despite this, 
the Trust has experienced incredible difficulty in updating its Bank Mandate - an experience all too 
familiar with charitable groups and organisations. I appreciate your continued patience and hope to 
allocate funding before the start of December.  
 
Finally, I would like to dedicate this update to a dearly departed colleague, George Donohoe, who 
sadly passed away suddenly on Monday 21st November. A former Trustee of West Kilbride 
Community Trust and keen supporter of the Initiative, his efforts and dedicated community spirit will 
be sorely missed. My deepest condolences to George's family at this very sad time.  
 
 
I wish all of you the very best for the Festive Season and look forward to updating you all in early 
2023. 
 
 

Kirk Macrae 
 
Director and Chairperson WKCIL 
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And it's a wrap! 
Well almost...only 3 weeks to go until 2022 is done and dusted! 
 
Since our last update back in October we have been very busy... 
 
'Painting with Sound...the Story continues' was a huge success for Scottish Landscape Artist 
Keith Salmon and audio engineers Graham Byron and Drew Kirkland, an exceptional audio 
visual exhibition, exploring the relationship between sound and image. 
 
The fabulous Vertex Visions put on their annual Art Exhibition and it was almost a sell-out show 
- absolutely delighted to see the work from local artists, especially from our talented refugee 
community and new and emerging talent - our #nextgen. 
 
The West Kilbride Christmas Craft Fair returned to the Barony Centre on the 19th and 20th 
November - and what an epic event - a huge success for all the wonderful creative folk in our 
local communities - just under 1,100 happy shoppers came to visit! 
 
At this moment in time we are making the final preparations for the launch of this year's 
Alternative Giving Christmas Exhibition, and it looks set to be another fabulous display of work 
from Scottish Artists and Makers, an opportunity to 'gift' something alternative and hand-crafted 
for Christmas. 
 
Our last 'Event' for the year is almost upon us - The West Kilbride Yuletide  
returns on FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER 6-9pm after a 2 year break...we are excited to be 
supporting our community with the planning and coordinating this year and we cannot wait to 
welcome you all to our fantastic Main Street - loads of activities for the kids and a great 
selection of our shops, studios, cafes, pubs will be open for some festive fun! 
 
We have included our 2023 Programme of Exhibition and Events in this Newsletter - to give 
you a wee taster of the jam packed year ahead! 
We have a diverse and varied selection of Exhibitions, exploring the theme of 'Roots' and how 
important a sense of place and belonging is to us all. 
We are working with pupils from our local schools and will continue our Arts education projects 
to ensure our #nextgen can access craft, art and the immense benefits that come from them... 
 
So for now we will sign off and get back to the Christmas Craziness - it's been a superb year for 
us here at The Barony Centre and Craft Town Scotland...and as always we couldn't have done 
any of it without you - our amazing #WestKilbride Community...so THANK YOU...for all your 
support, dedication and custom.  
Our next Barony Newsletter will be issued at the start of March 2023 - we are moving to a 
quarterly update from now on so please look out for our next Newsletter then! 
 
 

Claire Edgar 

Retail and Business Development Manager 
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Growing up in South Ayrshire, I began my studies in 1993 with a 9-month drawing and painting 
program at Lorenze De Medici, School of Art, Florence.  From here I moved to Switzerland 
where I worked and painted for a few years, then in 1998 I was fortunate to obtain an 18-month 
sponsorship to attend the New York Studio School of Drawing, Painting, and Sculpture.   
Receiving scholarships from the school, I was able to complete the three-year program, 
including a 4-month exchange in autumn 2000 to Ecole de Beaux-Arts, Marseille.  Returning to 
Scotland at the end of 2001, living in Glasgow then Stirlingshire, I then came back to Ayrshire.   

My practice has gone from predominantly painting for many years to focusing on my love for 
construction and the 3-dimensional form.  This practice begins with wire and pliers, creating 
sculptures based on the human figure as well as wildlife.  These sculptures have been 
commissioned both privately as well as large scale public art commissions.  Although sculptures 
are the starting point, two-dimensional work is very much a part of my process.  Once 
completed, playing with light and shadow, these sculptures go on to influence drawings and 
paintings on to a variety of surfaces.  The play element is a huge part of the way I work, with the 
process being just as exciting as the final outcome.  One work evolves into a whole series of 
works. 

“Meet a Maker”   
  Vanessa Lawrence                                        Vanessa/Rona 

Barony  Newsletter 
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West Kilbride has been a place that has held a strong connection from a young age.  As a child I 
spent a huge amount of time down in Portencross where one of my oldest friends grew up.  
Coming up to the Barony Centre holds a lot of nostalgia as does being back by the Ayrshire 
coast.  Living close to the sea is hugely important to me. 

www.vanessalawrence.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/www.vanessalawrence.co.uk 

www.instagram.com/vanessalawrenceart 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Vanessa Lawrence 

Raise the Roof, Perth 
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The Environmental Group are always busy even with winter approaching! 
 
There was work in the glen with North Ayrshire rangers, clearing leaves from drains, then 
planting of a crocus circle at the orchard (on behalf of the Rotary club to commemorate their 
support for polio eradication) and plug planting more wildflowers.  
 
There was work in the quarry to prepare new raised beds. 
 
We collaborated with SHED community garden to move two tonnes of chips. 
 
We have also been clearing and preparing the hanging baskets for next year. 

Not all good news stories 
 
We had some donated plants stolen from 
the quarry. At the Boyd Orr garden we 
noticed one of the benches had been 
tampered with. The bolts had been removed 
and someone tried to lift the bench and  the 
cobbles it was bolted to. 
These two incidents have been reported to 
the police. 
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My name is Ross McLaren and I'm a chemistry teacher from 
Kilwinning. My main passions though are scuba diving, 
underwater photography and trying to share the incredible life 
that lives beneath our waves. 
I'm absolutely not a professional photographer or a marine 
biologist, I'm literally just someone with a relatively expensive 
camera who points it at the animals and hopes for the best. 
In Scotland, we are world famous for our epic mountains, 
breathtaking landscapes and even our rugged coastline. But 
so few people realise that our underwater world is just as 
captivating! 
Until I started diving back in 2016 I, like most people I think, 
saw our steely grey waters and imagined a barren seabed 
with the odd shopping trolley sticking out. But, it couldn't be 
further from the truth. Beneath our waves lies a whole other 
world full of colour, full of life and full of mystery. 
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Over the years my photography has developed and I've been so lucky to have various pieces/

articles/photos publish in a variety to magazines, news papers and online platforms, ranging 

from The Herald, to Outdoor Photography and even the People’s Friend. 

My biggest achievement so far has been to work with the BBC as part of their online platform, 

BBC The Social to write, film, present and produce 11 short videos about diving here in 

Scotland which was then followed up by an article on the BBC News website about my 

underwater photos. 

Scotland may never be the diving capital of the world, but beneath our waves lies a world 

that's just as vibrant and just as beautiful, and yet, experienced by so few! 

Instagram: @underwater.ross 

Facebook: @underwater.ross 

Twitter: @UnderwaterRoss 
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 Ross McLaren        Photographer   


