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As we approach the festive period, this newsletter gives a good opportunity to pause 
and reflect on the positive aspects of 2020 and the significant achievements made by 
our local crafting community and the various projects supported by the Initiative. We 
have been fortunate to live in a village where positive community spirit has bolstered us 
through the harsh times of the pandemic. The Barony has become a thriving focal point 
for community engagement and enduring activity.  
 
Whilst we unfortunately had to close for a significant period in the first quarter, our 
recovery has been buoyant. Incredible exhibitions including 52 Stitched Stories and the 
current Alternative Giving exhibition have demonstrated the talent and dedication of our 
arts and crafts community, through challenging financial and social times. 
 
I would also like to pay tribute to our team of hard working volunteers and permanent 
staff. Without your commitment and energy, many of our goals would not have been 
possible.  
 
You may have seen ongoing works at Happyhills studios over the past few weeks. Rest 
assured, these are important improvements that are being made to increase capacity 
and resource for resident crafters and makers. We have also launched the Arts 
Mentoring project in collaboration with Impact Arts - you will soon see a plethora of new 
talent and creative innovation, watch this space. We have also engaged with North 
Ayrshire Council to support the Kickstarter project, supporting young people with 
access to the World of work.  
 
Although the recent months may have been hard for us all, I hope that 2021 brings you 
and your family more prosperous times. As ever, the Initiative aspires to support the 
community and your wellbeing. Often, a quiet stroll along the Main Street and a browse 
in the Studio fronts, can bring a smile to your face. Keep engaging, remain inspired and 
remember that the Barony will always give you a warm welcome.  
 
During these challenging times, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I offer a special 
word of thanks to our brave key workers and NHS healthcare professionals, many of 
whom will spend this festive period working to protect others.  
 
For your sustained support, I thank you.  
 
Kirk Macrae  
Chairperson 
WKCIL 
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Having been introduced to pottery as part of my 

Teacher Training in 1963 I have been making pots 

ever since. Clay has become an addiction. I have 

been visiting potters and potteries all over the UK and 

Europe, questioning and learning at every encounter. 

When I was a student we were responsible for firing 

the gas kiln overnight and encouraged to build outdoor 

kilns. Visits were made to Ray Finch at the 

Winchcome Pottery where they dug their own clay and 

used its properties to enrich their glazes. This became 

my kind of pottery, working from raw materials. 

I enjoy the work of anonymous artisan craftsmen making beautiful functional pots, refining their 

forms through production: the giant Spanish olive oil jars and Cretan Garden pots, the salt glazed 

garden pots made near Hadrian's Wall and Nigerian bush fired water pots etc. 
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Examining and teaching undergraduate students for many years I have become familiar with 

many techniques but traditional slipware became my focus for many years making over 150 

commissioned commemorative dishes for museums, institutions and individuals. Raku firing 

has also been an area of  interest and stimulus, especially for meeting fellow potters. Now, in 

retirement, I have returned to making functional pots for folk to use: making new glazes and 

compulsively trying to improve! 

In England as a volunteer I was involved in a ceramics workshop at a large psychiatric hospital, 

working to successfully restore a Charles Rennie Mackintosh House in Northampton and as a 

member/Chair of Northants Guild of Designer Craftsmen taking many exhibitions to various 

venues in England and Sweden. So when visiting my daughter, who lived for a while in West 

Kilbride, I saw the first stage of The Barony: as a Furniture Store. Later coming to live in Largs I 

found the project complete with one of the best exhibition spaces I have come across, and 

immediately made contact and joined up! It has been a delight to be associated with this 

wonderful facility both as an exhibitor and volunteer, especially to see it successfully passing 

through its transformation into its present form: due to the vision and total commitment of a team 

of key individuals loyally supported by the volunteers. The dynamic leadership has led to so much 

good will between both volunteers and exhibitors. I feel certain, post Covid, that it will continue to 

develop not only as a local venue but take its place as a national venue for major exhibitions. 
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The Barony Centre is looking for new Volunteers 

Barony  Newsletter 

Craft Town Scotland is looking to recruit Gallery Assistants to join our dedicated team of 

volunteers at the Barony Centre, West Kilbride. Gallery Assistants will work in the Barony Shop, 

serving customers, providing information on exhibitions and helping visitors with enquiries. All 

volunteers are provided with training and support, and receive benefits in return for their time, 

including; invites to exhibition openings, priority booking for workshops and special social 

events for volunteers. We are looking for Gallery Assistants for a commitment of one shift a 

week, Monday-Saturday, 10am -1pm or 1pm-4pm. 

Organisation aims and objectives 

To advance the arts, heritage and culture, particularly through (but not limited to) increasing 

opportunities for crafters and designer-makers, and through increasing access to and 

participation in contemporary craft and design for all. To provide recreational facilities and to 

organise recreational activities, available to the public at large, with a view to improving their 

conditions of life, particularly through (but limited to) the promotion of heritage and 

contemporary craft and design, including holding workshops and providing exhibition, gallery 

and workshop space. 

Please contact Fiona Beveridge at The Barony for more information 

fiona.wkcil@gmail.com 

Examples of our current volunteers experiences at The Barony 

Centre. 

“I feel I have gained a lot from volunteering and believe that “whatever you give to your 

community, you will get back.”   Maureen Campbell 

“Having retired, I now have the time to offer and enjoy working with fellow volunteers, 

contributing to the ongoing running of the Barony. I feel “the more volunteers the better as this 

leads to a more varied experience for visitors and provides more views about improving the 

Barony Centre.”  Harry Smets 

“I enjoy meeting new people, being involved in the village in a lovely working environment and 

being part of a very friendly team.”  Eleanor Jolliffe 

“I have gained a great deal from this, friendships and computer skills to name but a few. It 

matters a great deal to me that the Barony succeeds and I enjoy being part of that .”            

Hazel Stenhouse 

“I have met lots of great people, we are very lucky to have this gallery in the village. The 
volunteers, staff and directors do a great job in the running of the Centre.”  Joan Dunn 

“I knew that when I retired I wanted to volunteer and the Barony was top of my list....it’s been 

the best decision ever!  For anyone who is thinking about volunteering I would say go for it.... 

choose something you are interested in....in my opinion it makes you better at what you 

do....you’ll never regret it.”   Joan Sturgeon 

“ I get“1000%” satisfaction from my volunteering roles, it has introduced me to some great 

people and I have made good friends along the way. I feel it’s a lovely way to give something 

back to the village and keep in touch with what’s going on.”  Jo-Anne Jackson 
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Impact Arts  

Craft Town Scotland, West Kilbride, and Impact Arts are delighted to announce the 6 artists 

who are to become part of the Makers & Artists Mentoring Programme in North Ayrshire. 

In partnership with Magnox Socio Economic Scheme, Creative Scotland Place Partnership, 

and North Ayrshire Council, the programme is open to those who are currently unemployed or 

under-employed and aims to train 10 makers/artists from across North Ayrshire. 

Six Artists/Makers have been selected so far, with a further 4 spaces still available. 

Applications are still being accepted on a rolling basis. Talented makers/artists of all ages are 

encouraged to apply, and no prior community experience is required. 

The 9 month programme will offer hands-on experience to the artists, in participatory arts 

practice, while allowing them to connect with up to 300 members from the local community 

through bespoke projects. Participants will also develop their freelance and creative business 

skills, complemented by 1-2-1 support from a specially selected mentor. 

Kay Hall, West Kilbride Community Initiative said; “This programme has the potential to 

encourage many dialogues and opens the way for some truly innovative projects. Craft Town 

Scotland is looking forward to establishing new relationships across a wide range of creative 

disciplines”. 

Meet the Artists: 

Caroline Borland is a multi-media artist and jewellery designer/maker based in Irvine, and 

has exhibited in and around Ayrshire for the past 10 years. She notes that Covid, and other 

factors, are having a huge negative impact on wellbeing and mental health just now. However, 

she also knows from personal experience how therapeutic and liberating creative activity can 

be, and is delighted and excited to be invited to work towards positive change as part of the 

Makers and Artists Mentoring program. 

Rebecca (Becca) Campbell is a sound engineer, composer and musician living in Dalry.  

Music has been a big part of her life and her passion for many years.  She studied in 

Glasgow, Aberdeen and Ayrshire, working to improve her skills and experience. She is excited 

to begin working with other creatives to improve morale and boost the local community during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. She is interested in combining media, and would like to explore how 

music and visual arts can come together. She is very much looking forward to the challenges 

and experience that this opportunity will bring. 

Gemma Coldwell is a recent fine art graduate whose work spans stop-motion animation, 

painting, photography, installation, sculpture and sewing. She enjoys experimentation and 

teaching herself new skills, and is looking forward to working with others and finding new ways 

of approaching challenges. Having volunteered in school art departments, she is taking the 

next step towards learning more about working in the community. Gemma is from Saltcoats. 

Alex Hogan is currently on a break from studying Communication Design at the Glasgow 

School of Art. She uses a variety of media in her practice, such as sewing, screen-printing and 

photography. She wants to raise awareness on societal issues, but in a humorous and inviting 

way. She is at her best walking out in nature and in the beautiful scenery of West Kilbride, 

where she lives. She is looking forward to learning from some of the most creative people in 

North Ayrshire. 
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Jennifer O’Rourke is a recent graduate in Product Design Innovation from The Glasgow School of 

Art. At the core of her interests is a passion for sparking creativity within others by facilitating the 

prompts to question and play with the world around us. With a background in design, she aims to 

encourage social change and create meaningful experiences. She is now looking forward to getting 

to know and working directly with local community groups to create artwork, innovate and explore 

together. Originally from Saltcoats, she lives in Kilmarnock and works in Irvine. 

Karen Teal was an Art and Textiles teacher in secondary education for 32 years in Wales, China 

and Switzerland.  On returning to UK she has worked with different groups in the community with 

creative projects and especially using recycled materials and personal location.  She is also a 

textiles designer working with rusted objects and nature to create pieces to be adored and adorned. 

She has recently moved to West Kilbride from Wales. 

Jennifer Tipton, Place, Partnerships and Communities Officer, Creative Scotland, said; “The 

Makers and Artists Mentoring Scheme is providing creative practitioners in North Ayrshire the 

opportunity to develop their community engaged practice by learning from other artists. The Place 

Partnership are pleased to be able to fund this opportunity at a time of increased need, to help local 

artists gain key skills and contribute to the cultural provision across North Ayrshire. It is with thanks 

to the National Lottery that we are able to support this programme." 

To apply, or for further information on the Craft Town Scotland initiative, contact Christine Novosel, 
M&AMP Coordinator at christine.novosel@impactarts.co.uk or 07436 225196. 

  Alex Hogan    Karen Teal 

about:blank
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“Meet a Photographer”   
  Peter Ribbeck                          Peter/Rona Slevin 

I picked up my first DSLR in 2006 which was an 8 mega pixel Olympus E500. This was the 

beginning of a passion for photography which is still as strong today. 

I am a self taught amateur photographer with no academic training at all. Most of my skills 

have been honed by trial and error, reading photography magazines and many hours down 

at my favourite haunt of Portencross. 
   

I have had my shots commended in the Landscape Photographer of the Year competition     

6 times and the Scottish Landscape Photographer of the year. My photos have been 

exhibited at the National Theatre in London and have been published in the Sunday Times 

magazine. 

  

I have witnessed the most amazing events produced by nature, ranging from the northern 

lights to lunar eclipse which I would definitely have never see if it wasn’t for my passion of 

photography. I am grateful for that. 

 

www.peterribbeck.com  
www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography 

http://www.peterribbeck.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography
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Sally McFarlane    Bead Tree Design 

I have a variety of mosaic art on slate for home and garden for  

sale...work can be seen on FB page. I can deliver locally or post 

out. Unable to take commissions at the moment though....waiting 

on a new shed/studio being built. 

https://www.facebook.com/BeadTreeDesign/ 

Ange Sewell    Weftblown, 25 Ritchie St, WK 

Weft Blown supplies craft materials, books and yarns for 

weavers, spinners, knitters, crocheters and sewers 

whatever their level of skill. 

Website: https://www.weftblown.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/weftblown 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/weftblown/ 

Email: info@weftblown.com 

Hazel Stenhouse    Xenara Crafts 

Hazel makes a range of jewellery and crafts from polymer clay.  

https://www.facebook.com/xenaracrafts/ 

Billy Dunn    The Dunn Studio 

My work is mainly functional glazed stoneware  fired in 

electric and gas reduction kilns also naked raku giving a 

contrasting look.      fb - The Dunn Studio 

e mail billynew@live.co.uk  Phone: 07545695996 

Clive Sutton Art 

Clive is an artist who has a gallery and studio at 30 Ritchie 

Street. He sells his own and other artists work and also runs 

classes.                                                                                        

Phone: 07834972680             mailto:sutton.clive3@gmail.com 

Susan Bamford    Photographer 

Local landscape photographer. 

www.facebook.com/susanbamfordphotography 

Email: jipsbamford@aol.com 

https://www.weftblown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/weftblown
https://www.instagram.com/weftblown/
http://www.facebook.com/susanbamfordphotography
mailto:jipsbamford@aol.com
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Peter Ribbeck    Photographer 

Multi national award winning Landscape photographer from 

West Kilbride. 

www.peterribbeck.com  

www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography 

Moira Ferguson    Holy Loch Pottery  

I make a range of garden planters and sculptural forms which are 

hand-built and high fired to make them suitable for both indoor and 

outdoor display. Workshop, talks and demonstrations available by 

arrangement. 

Phone: 01369 840158 / 07711 039 528.   

E: moiraclinch@hotmail.com  / moira@hoylochpottery.co.uk  

www.holylochpottery.co.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/Holylochpottery/  

Marion Kane    Silversmith/Jeweller 

An award-winning silversmith, working on jewellery and silver 

commissions 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/marionekane/ 

Phone: 01294 829269 

mailto:marionsilversmith@gmail.com 

Robin Parker    Photographer 

I publish my Landscape, Portrait & Abstract 

Photography under the name 'restless lens 57'.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/ 

https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/ 

Debbie Halliday    The Glass Craft Studio 

Debbie has combined the natural qualities of Strawsilk paper with the 

translucence of glass to make individual and unique pieces of glass 

art.  
https://www.facebook.com/theglasscraftstudio 

Phone: 07951058183 

Rona Slevin Ceramics 

Rona mainly enjoys hand-building and uses stoneware fired to a 

high temperature. She also makes work to raku fire with exciting 

results. 

https://www.facebook.com/RonaSlevinCeramics/    

Phone: 07900024069                                                                                             

http://www.peterribbeck.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PribbeckPhotography
http://www.holylochpottery.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holylochpottery/
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=silversmith+marion+kane+west+kilbride+phone&ludocid=6311411970763076922&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjE7auShtzpAhXBoVwKHVl0A3EQ6BMwEnoECBUQDg
https://www.facebook.com/RestlessLens/
https://www.instagram.com/restlesslens57/
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