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Business update/news

Barony Newsletter

Claire Edgar

Since re-opening The Barony on 26th April we have enjoyed a very busy few weeks. The success
of the 'Cowal's Coasts and Waters' has helped drive footfall to the Village and we have happily
welcomed back all of our loyal and supportive customers - in fact in the last few weeks we have
welcomed almost 1000 visitors to The Barony!
The Programme of Exhibitions and Events for 2021 is somewhat different to what we had originally
planned but we have an exciting few months ahead...
We are delighted to announce that the next Exhibition will be from our group of Impact Arts
students, who have been working closely with their mentors to deliver their bodies of work, involving
different Community projects alongside their own personal creative journeys.
This Exhibition will launch on Monday 14th June and run until Saturday 26th June.
More information regarding the rest of the year's Exhibitions will be communicated in due course.
We have also been working closely with our talented group of Makers and Artists to bring new and
exciting collections of work to the Gallery Shop - it has been very encouraging to see that so many
have been able to use the last 12 months to further develop their discipline and progress in their
creative journey.
As Covid-19 restrictions have eased we have been able to tentatively start up our regular classes
and workshops in our upstairs studio. Our children's Spanish classes started back up a couple of
weeks ago and the popular Community Project 52storieswk2021 will be back at The Barony from
the end of June. Art Classes and other creative projects are under discussion and hopefully, if we
continue on the current direction out of the pandemic, these will be able to start up towards the end
of the Summer.
As we navigate our way out of the Covid crisis it is absolutely crucial that we continue to invest in
and support our local community. There is very much a focus on this shift to 'local' - the last 12
months have restricted our everyday lives in ways we could never have imagined and as a result
we have heavily relied upon our small independent retailers in our Main Street wherever possible.
West Kilbride and Campbeltown both featured in a short radio piece for Good Morning Scotland
(Thursday 27th May - 41 minutes into the Programme). News Correspondent Jamie McIvor visited
The Barony Centre and Frances Clark at Studio 86 to talk to us about how we are continuing to
support our local community/businesses in a post-pandemic world.
Fiona Beveridge is moving on from the Barony in June. The staff, volunteers and Board of the
Barony would like to thank Fiona for all her hard work over the last year and wish her all the best for
the future.

New bike rack
A big thanks to Sustrans and North Ayrshire
Council’s Active Travel Officer Greg Brown for
funding and organising new cycle hoops for
outside the Barony Centre.
A safe place for local cyclists and visitors to
lock their bikes up whilst they enjoy visiting the
gallery, shop and cafe.
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52storieswk2021
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Rona Slevin

52storieswk2021 community group is up and
running again following the success of our group in
2019. The work from 2019 was exhibited in the
Barony last year and was very well received. We
are currently meeting by “zoom” but hope to be
meeting as a group in person soon, adhering to
COVID guidelines. If you are interested in joining us
please get in touch.
rona_fraser@hotmail.com

Looking for New Volunteer Directors
Expressions of interest are welcomed from anyone who may wish to consider joining the
Board of West Kilbride Community Initiative Limited.
This regeneration project offers a range of interest areas and covers the Craft Studios
and Barony Centre with its Gallery Shop, Café and Exhibition Area.
The Board meets monthly and members are encouraged to actively engage according to
their interests, skills and availability.
The Board is currently seeking volunteer Directors with Fundraising, Finance or Human
Resource Management experience.
The Board is well established and ably supported by two part time members of staff. The
project is dependent on the support of volunteers many of whom have loyally worked with
us for many years.
COVID-19 considerations:
The Volunteer Board is currently operating remotely utilising Zoom and other tools to
function.
Meetings are held monthly or as required during CV-19 restrictions.
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“Meet a Volunteer”
Kathryn Henderson

Kathryn/Rona

Kathryn was born and raised in Largs and fondly
remembers many trips to Seamill beach as a child. On
leaving school she trained and graduated from
Jordanhill College as a Primary School Teacher, and
came to work in West Kilbride for 5 years.
Kathryn married in 1971 and moved with her husband
Neil to Birmingham. A couple of years later they moved
back and settled in West Kilbride.
She had a long career, teaching in a number of local
Primary Schools including West Kilbride, Dalry,
Kilwinning and Saltcoats, retiring at 62 years of age.
Kathryn and her husband have 3 sons, who are now
grown up with families of their own.

What is Kathryn’s connection to West Kilbride and the Barony Centre?
Kathryn has lived in West Kilbride since returning from Birmingham and has raised her family in
the town. Upon retirement, Kathryn offered to volunteer with West Kilbride Initiative and
worked in their exhibition spaces until the Barony Centre opened in 2012. Kathryn has
continued to volunteer in the Barony Centre, one day a week, since its opening and, every
year, helps to organise West Kilbride Christmas Craft Fair.
What is Kathryn’s interest in art and crafting?
Kathryn claims to have no artistic talent, I’m not so sure!
As a Primary School Teacher, she really enjoyed encouraging children to take part in lots of art
activities and in her own time she now enjoys knitting and sewing.
Would Kathryn recommend volunteering to others?
Yes, Kathryn described her fellow volunteers as a friendly bunch. She has also enjoyed the
opportunity to meet lots of interesting visitors from the local area as well as from around the
globe. In addition, Kathryn has volunteered in the West Kilbride Cancer Care shop since her
retirement 11 years ago.
A woman of many talents Kathryn teaches “Heart Start”, a course about CPR to local school
children and community groups.
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“Meet an Artist”
Clive Sutton

Clive/Rona

Clive was born in Hailsham, Sussex. His first studio from
about age 12 was at one of Lord Byron’s estates which
was turned into a golf club, where his father was the
manager and where the family lived .
He came to Glasgow School of Art for his postgraduate
year, and stayed. Clive went on to have a studio, work
and teach at the Glasgow Print Studio. He was a partner
in Images Art Gallery in the west end of Glasgow for 10
years+, buying and selling stock, organising exhibitions,
whilst continuing with his own work.

How did you get your
business started and why
West Kilbride?
Nearly 3 years ago, I moved
to West Kilbride, taking up
residence in Studio 30, which
contains a large studio to the
rear, and extensive gallery
space at the front.

http://www.clivesuttonart.co.uk/
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Who or what inspires you Clive?
My work has taken many twists and turns and has seen my artist life constantly changing and
exploring different means of expression from sculpture at Glasgow School of Art to printmaking at
the Glasgow Print Studio. My painting style is based in expressionism in it's many forms and the
use of strong colour is a throwback to times working in Holland, France and Spain.
My work rate during lockdown has increased. I have renewed my passion for painting in oils, both
in my own work, and in teaching small classes. I am hoping to offer mono-printing classes in the
near future.
What benefits does you feel there are in having a studio in West Kilbride as part of Craft
Town Scotland?
I love West Kilbride with it's mixture of craft and art across a wide spectrum and really appreciate
the studio/gallery space I rent from WKCIL.
I am also pleased to be able to show (for sale) my extensive collection of original 19th and 20th
century Japanese woodblock prints.
I am not fully open at the moment, due to temporary caring duties, but as I live 2 minutes from the
Studio, I am always happy to pop down and welcome anyone who wants to look around, or you
can call me (07834 972 680) to book a time at your convenience, with no obligation. I hope to
open regular hours within the next two weeks. Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays. 10.30 - 5.00
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Featured Photographer
Ian Murdoch
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Ian/Rona

I started taking photography seriously around 8 years ago. I love taking pictures of the West
Coast at all times of day and night.
I have a particular interest in astrophotography which in the last couple of years has turned my
attention to Light painting. Light painting is taking long exposure photographs in the dark while
creating orbs or other shapes and patterns with different types of light. I enjoy light painting so
much that I have now started teaching other people how to do it.
I live in Largs, run my own business and I am also a Local Independent Councillor for the North
Coast. I find photography a great way to relax. I am a member of Skelmorlie Camera Club and I
attend a group of photography enthusiasts in Largs which is attended by several photographers
from West Kilbride. West Kilbride and Seamill have many extremely skilled photographers and I
enjoy looking at the creative images they produce.
If anyone is interested in photography, the best way to develop is to look within your community
for help and guidance to help you develop your skills.
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Light painting, painting with light, light drawing, or light art performance photography are terms
that describe photographic techniques of moving a light source while taking a long exposure
photograph, either to illuminate a subject or space, or to shine light at the camera to 'draw'.

Craft Town Scotland
West Kilbride Community Initiative Ltd

Featured Photographer
Ian Murdoch

https://www.facebook.com/Ian-Murdoch-Photography-107330437769875/

