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Welcome to the latest edition of the newsletter, where you can find the most up to date information
about creative activity in West Kilbride and the various projects being supported by WKCIL.

Following the AGM in mid September, I would like to reiterate our main focus for the forthcoming
year and beyond. As an anchor for community engagement, WKCIL; through Craft Town Scotland,
The West Kilbride Trust and the West Kilbride Environmental Group, aims to:

SUPPORT. Primarily within the boundary of West Kilbride, but wider across Ayrshire and nationally,
support Arts and Crafts projects with a significant community impact.

INVEST. In the future of West Kilbride by promoting innovative design and sustainable
development together with the cultural, retail and environmental wellbeing of the town.

PROTECT. The heritage of historic buildings, fine architecture and open spaces. We have achieved
recent success with the develepment of Happyhills and acquisition of land to the rear of the Boyd
Orr Garden.

ENGAGE. Provide opportunities for the people of West Kilbride to engage with, encourage and
assist our local crafters and the wider community creative community.

To summarise, I would like to extend the opportunity to become a member of WKCIL to all of you.
On the WKCIL and Craft Town Scotland website, you can find details about what we do and the
role we aim to play within West Kilbride. Our main objectives have not changed for over 20 years.

Membership of WKCIL allows you to support enhancing and preserving the crafting heritage of
West Kilbride, get involved in exciting projects and enjoy our green spaces. Our work helps create
an environment, that is vibrant, successful and enjoyable for all residents of West Kilbride now and
for generations to come.

Everything we do is about the people of West Kilbride. We have much to celebrate, including an
Arts and Crafts heritage unique across Scotland and the UK. To achieve our goals, membership
matters. More support from the wider community, helps provide us with the opportunity to be an
effective organisation in leading useful projects. With many local members, we can learn to
understand the needs and wishes of the community, as the creativity of the town continues to
evolve.

If you are already a member, thank you. If not, please find in this newsletter information and
updates on various projects, activities and other news. Please consider joining us!

For more information, contact wkcilboard@gmail.com

Kind regards,

Kirk Macrae

Chairperson and Director-WKCIL
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When we re-opened the Barony Centre at the end of April we could not have predicted how busy
we would be but we are delighted to have finished our very busy Summer on yet another high!
Our 'Elements' Exhibition closed on Saturday 25th September and was without a doubt one of our
most successful to date!
A fantastic selection of work from our local Artists and Makers, celebrating a re-connection with
nature, a particularly inspirational theme given the circumstances many have found themselves in
over the last 18 months.

Looking ahead to Autumn/Winter we have the following Events coming up:

- 'Another Time of Being...' A collaboration from local Photographer, Mandy Edwards, and local
Poet, Libby Fisher
Launches Tuesday 5th October and runs until Saturday 23rd October

- Vertex Art Exhibition - brought to you by Vertex and supporting young and emerging talent
Launches Wednesday 27th October and runs until Wednesday 10th November

- West Kilbride Christmas Craft Fair - Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st November

- Alternative Giving Christmas Exhibition - A collaboration of local and national Artists and Makers
- offering alternative gifting for Christmas
Launches Thursday 25th November and runs until Saturday 15th January

We are excited to announce that we will be supporting Visit Scotland's Year of Stories in 2022 -
there will be a wonderfully diverse and inspirational Programme of Exhibitions and Events being
delivered to celebrate our Scottish Stories not only through Craft and Arts but through Literacy and
Music/Film...please watch this space...more information to follow!

Claire Edgar

Retail and Business DevelopmentManager
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My mum was a very crafty woman, and from an early age she encouraged both my sister and me
to try lots of different crafts. Early memories of crafting include making dolls clothes out of small
pieces of fabric, hand sewing some tiny felt dolls, knitting the hairiest and most uncomfortable
sweater and as it was the 70s that meant crocheting a purple and scarlet tank top!

Beads often featured because I love small shiny things but it wasn’t until I went on holiday to the
USA in the late 80s that I came across small amulet purses beaded with the tiniest of beads and
came home vowing that was going to be my next project. I found a pattern and made 2 as
Christmas presents that year – a lilac and silver one for mum, orange and black for my sister. We
still have both and although the beads were not great and my tension still had to develop they are
a great reminder of where my love of beading all started.

I did quite a bit of stringing to begin with and loved the Janet Coles catalogue which was filled with
pages of colourful beads of all shapes and sizes and provided a source of inspiration as I started to
work with smaller beads, finally deciding that beading using just a needle and specialised thread
was going to be my preferred form of beadwork. Although I am mainly self-taught, an opportunity
to attend some Beadworkers Guild workshops and to shop at the biggest bead fair I had ever seen
sealed my fate and my beading obsession.

I’m a Glasgow girl, but after a good few years down south, I moved back home and settled in West
Kilbride in 2002. I wasn’t working at that time and one of my closest friends suggested I give a
jewellery party for her sister – that led to me being involved in craft fairs for a number of years
though these days I only get involved in the WK Christmas Fair. From there I was then asked to
help out with a WRI display and provide a tiara and then that group of ladies asked me if I could
teach them how to make some of the bracelets. That led to the Adult Education group asking if I
would provide workshops in the Community centre in 2006 and these ran up to the beginning of
last year. As the ladies in the group became more experienced they wanted longer workshops so I
started running a day workshop every 2nd month and we moved into the Barony just as it was
opening… in fact my first workshop there was before the doors were officially open and the place
was deserted apart from our group. Classes have multiplied through the years and as I was also
working I decided to concentrate on teaching and move away from the fairs.
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Back in 2004 I thought it might be good to get the Scottish beaders together as there were not
many groups around at that time so I founded the Glasgow ‘Beadwildered’ group which I thought
would be a wee cosy group! At its height we had over 100 on the group list though this has
shrunk slightly over the last few years as other crafts have become more popular. I’ve now been
a Trustee for the Beadworkers Guild for over 5 years and support them by running the stand at
the SECC events and providing regular online drop-in sessions, delivering workshops and hosting
online tutorials for other guest tutors

I love all things beady and I’m inspired by lots of different things – pictures I see, flowers, colours,
the shape of certain beads and I often just see a picture in my head and know that’s what I need
to work on next. My bead stash is ridiculous, and includes quite a selection of shaped Czech
beads as well as pearls, gemstones, hand-crafted glass beads and my favourite vintage
Swarovski crystals. These vintage crystals have been the inspiration for many of my designs and
I am well-known for incorporating these more unusual shapes whenever I can.

While I do love most of my designs there are a few I am really proud of – on is my Rennie
Mackintosh necklace which I started on a themed Guild event and delivered as a workshop the
following year – I wanted to make the new square ‘Tila’ beads into a circle as all other designers
at the time were just making square patterns with them.

Another design I particularly love is my Rapanui mirror. Like many in lockdown I lost my creativity
for a while but knew I had to design something if I wanted to teach this year at the Guild’s Great
British Bead show. I was fortunate to have a holiday at the beginning of last year which included
a visit to Easter Island. It was this shape that inspired the mirror which has 3 Rivolis on each side
representing the 3 volcanos of the island with a compass stone in the middle to show the way
there.

Lock down gave me the opportunity to become more involved in the village as I volunteered to
help out where I could. I started off by volunteering to help control the numbers going in to one of
the shops - I like to tell people I was a bouncer for the Co-op. When this was no longer needed I
was asked if I could help at the Barony so I became one of the regular volunteers - a great way to
be involved, meet new people and I have loved seeing the exhibitions there have been.

For me, the last 18 months has been filled with online ‘Bead & Blethers’ to keep all the groups
going and to keep me going. I’m looking forward to getting back to some in-person sessions but
I’ve made many more beady friends across the globe so the Zoom sessions will be staying. Add
in a new job and the future is certainly going to be busy!

www.facebook.com/Butterfly-Beads-Mairi-Carlton-Beadwork
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ʻWest Kilbride… is, inmyopinion,

themostbeautifulvillage in Scotland.”

(John BoydOrr, 1966)

1949 was a busy year for West Kilbride lad, John Boyd Orr. Early in the year King George VI
made him a Baron, and then in October he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in
advocating a federal world government to resolve world hunger which would in turn bring world
peace.

John and his family arrived in West Kilbride in 1885 when the village was beginning to really take
off in tourist terms. They rented a modest house on Main Street and converted a quarter of it to
make a painting and decorating shop for Robert, his father – shown in the photograph on the left
here. The family living room is now the Craft Studio next to the Memorial Garden.

John was five when he arrived in West Kilbride and immediately attended the local Primary
school with his other brothers and sisters. John was noted as extremely gifted from a very young
age and won a scholarship to Kilmarnock Academy. However, he very rarely attended that school
due to being distracted by the industry of his Grandfathers Quarry in the area, and so after less

In 1896 the Headmaster McConchy retired, and J. Lyons took over. He was to greatly inspire the
young John to achieve great things. Shown in this photo from the West Kilbride Museum, on the
back row, third from the left with a beard, is Headmaster Lyons. Second from the right on the
back row is John Boyd Orr as a student teacher in the late 1890’s.

It was also in West Kilbride where he met his wife Elizabeth Pearson Callum whom he married in
1915.
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Stephen Brown

www.yerton.com

Update fromWKCIL

In September 2020 we were contacted by the Garratt Family to say Mrs Janice Garratt wanted
to offer the Environmental Group first refusal for buying a piece of land above the Boyd Orr
Garden.

It was lovely to hear that she was well and living with her daughter in West Lothian during all the
struggles of the pandemic. It was also very fitting that the family thought of us first as Charlie
Garratt, our much loved vet, had been one of the first Chairs of the WK Environmental Group.

Supported by West Kilbride Community Initiative Ltd an approach was made to the Trust for
funding to buy the land and over the next 10 months the offer was confirmed and the land was
purchased and will become part of the portfolio of assets held by the Initiative on behalf of the
village.

This area is now being called the Secret Garden and will be planted and cared for by West
Kilbride Community Support Group. Work is due to commence at the end of September and
exciting plans are being drawn up to create plots for growing vegetables and fruits. This is
particularly appropriate for land associated with Boyd Orr.

Kay Hall 19.9.21

John left West Kilbride to attend Glasgow University where he studied Medicine. In 1913 he
founded the Rowett Institute in Aberdeen for research into nutrition – particularly with respect to
poverty.

Throughout their lives John and Elizabeth kept in touch with friends in West Kilbride. Here they are
attending West Kilbride where they opened our flower show.
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Susan Bamford Harvest Mice in Fife

2 years ago, whilst watching Countryfile, the presenters were showing how the front page image
of their new calendar was shot. It showed a woman with a glass tank, and Harvest Mice. The
photographer was able to get close up shots of the mice. I mentioned to my children that I’d love
to do this and they bought me a voucher for a 2 hour shoot with Harvest Mice in Fife. When I got
there, there were 5 harvest mice in a glass tank and various props were put in with them. The
mice being so inquisitive ran up them! I had a fantastic morning photographing these wonderful
wee creatures.

https://www.facebook.com/susanbamfordphotography/
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Over the year the group has continued to develop and maintain all the village green spaces and
gardens. We are grateful for the continuing support of funders and thanks go to the May Lockhart
Trust, the Coop Community Fund, NAC, The Hunterston Rotary and WK Memorial Gardens.

HANGINGBASKETS
This has been the most successful year for a long time. John McNeish grew stunning arrangements
for the station and Old Man’s Rest. A team of volunteer’s organised very pretty displays for the Main
Street and particular thanks goes to Cameron Clark for the plants and Deirdre Murray for leading
the work. We were most grateful to Aquaterra for checking all the brackets and covering hanging
requirements – another voluntary contribution whose support makes things possible in the village.
NAC awarded £6000 from Town Centre Regeneration Funding with which we purchased a mobile
water bowser for the hanging baskets which has made the job of watering much easier and a new
pergola for the Boyd Orr garden.

GARRATT GARDENS akaTheQuarry
Lots of clearing work going on and the old polytunnel has been re-covered and looks brilliant. We
are making inroads with many of the areas - so much help from so many including new volunteers
who surprisingly came back for more! Deirdre’s wall is nearly complete and edges the banking as
you enter the quarry. New greenhouses have been erected – the worst jigsaw puzzle ever so they
tell me. The Community Support Group have filled their store and are looking forward to getting

COMMUNITYGARDENS
Boyd Orr - still waiting for the work to start and the contractor has been appointed. It's going to be
gorgeous. We will apply for more funds to cover the increased expense as there are concerns re
fencing, state of walls etc. Purchase of the upper garden has been completed and once cleared the
work setting up beds for planting may start.
We have purchased the new pergola which is in place and three beautiful banana benches are
ready to be positioned once the structural work has been completed. A waiting game.

Triangle& BaronyGardens– both are looking lovely and the herbs and planters on the decking
were refreshed ready for the opening of the Barony. High quality gardening by two of our leading
volunteer’s one of whom also cared for OldMan'sRest & Catlinn.These areas are looking lovely
too.

VillagePlanters& Dalryand ForgetmeNot corners - all these points around the village are
looking colourful and cared for and are maintained by two volunteers.
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MarshgardenandHappyhillsStudio Gardens – thanks to Adam and friends a huge amount
of work has been carried out clearing the dangerous decking, overgrown shrubs and making the
sites more cared for and natural.
New plants are being introduced to the Marsh Garden and native bluebells have been planted
among the birches at the end of the field. Starling Woods is monitored by its namesake.
Happyhills Studio gardens have been cleared and covered with mulch. Planting is beginning
and a volunteer neighbour is going to start a shady garden by Angus’s back door.

Brooch Garden- still being maintained and Nicol Armstrong is leading on this with BBs involve-
ment.

War MemorialGroupGardens– a number of folks have been weeding the main low mainte-
nance garden and it is looking really pretty and well established this year. The planters at the
bottom of Yerton Brae area are a work in progress.

Gateside Triangle,Station,MemorialGarden and Lawn beds- front wall and planters are
pretty with plants and bulbs and not a weed in sight. Archie has made new planters for behind
the seats on the platform and now the whole place looks amazing – painted by Scotrail last year.
Spare Dahlias have been introduced to add colour. The Gateside Group mostly work independ-
ently of the Environmental Group and have made such an impact on the whole area.

KingsBeds - ongoing and any leftover seeds and plants are added occasionally so the area
looks cared for and colourful.

Otherareasmaintainedbyvolunteers– Library beds; Library planters; Coop planters; Clock
Shop Planters; Spar planters; Headrigg Road corner; Main Street corner
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Environmental Group Report for 2021cont.
GLEN FIELDS
Gilmour’s Lane has been repaired and George is planning another run to complete the lane later
in the year.
Bramble cutting continues and maintenance work has been carried out such as clearing walk-
ways. Yellow Rattle has spread successfully through most of the fields and Bill is bringing on wild
flowers which will be planted directly into the field.
The fruit trees are full of fruit and we intend to offer juice pressing facilities in the Barony Centre
during October.

VOLUNTEERS
There are many smaller groups and individuals now involved in maintaining the village. The Envi-
ronmental Group plays a part in coordinating and supporting their work. The school roundabout is
maintained by Mr and Mrs Mackay who also care for the church garden. Many new volunteers
have joined and some offered their help specifically for watering of the hanging baskets.

Thanks to WKCIL for their ongoing encouragement, praise and interest. Thanks also to Helen
Miller of Streetscene who always tries to help especially when the going gets tough.

Kay HallChairWKEG
19thAugust 2021


