
Inside this issue:  

Board update 2 

Business update 3 

Meet a Maker 4/5 

RISO studio 6/7 

Meet a Volunteer 8 

Island Stories 9 

Featured Photographer 10-12 

  

 

Featured Maker  
Gordon Brown              Woodturner  

Barony Centre 
50 Main St,  
West Kilbride  
KA23 9AW 
Tel no: 01294 829179 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rona Slevin 

C r a f t  T ow n  
S c o t l a nd  
 
W e s t  K i l b r i d e  
C o m m u n i t y  
I n i t i a t i ve  L t d  

Clock made by Gordon Brown  

April/May   2022  

Issue 16  

 

www.crafttownscotland.org       facebook.com/BaronyCentre 

Barony 
  Newsletter 

The 



Board Update                                           Kirk Macrae  

Barony  Newsletter Page 2 

 

Welcome to another update from the Board of Directors following what has been a fast paced start 
to 2022. Many exciting new projects are flourishing with support from WKCIL as an anchor 
organisation, building community engagement throughout the village and wider across North 
Ayrshire.  
 
You may have seen recent announcements regarding a media project launching in West Kilbride in 
partnership with North Ayrshire Council; I hope to bring you more news and details about this 
project in the coming weeks. For now, rest assured that funding has been secured to tackle a gap 
in media skills education and a number of our Directors are heavily involved in shaping this project 
to the benefit of the wider community.  
 
I must also commend the incredible work, enthusiasm and innovation of our Arts Education partner, 
Karen Teal, who is driving ahead with multiple initiatives to improve social inclusion and minimise 
isolation through craft and creativity. These projects include the highly successful Simply Create 
and Riso Studio projects that are welcoming more participants every week.  
 
Throughout 2022, our aim is to build on the Year of Stories theme by encouraging imagination in 
our community; launching creative and artistic projects within West Kilbride and local schools. We 
will be building on our existing Exhibition programme, WKCIL projects and partnerships to provide 
people of all ages with the opportunity to engage creatively in the community.  As ever, we will be 
working with our community of local crafters and affiliated studios to provide high-quality artistic and 
creative experiences.  
  
Whilst moderate relaxations allow increased access to more sectors of creative society, I am 
encouraged by the support of our volunteers and community partners. The willingness of our local 
artists to work in new ways and exciting developments for new and alternative community 
opportunities, including our unique media hub, suggest a bright future for West Kilbride. These 
ambitious projects, led by innovative volunteers, will enable us to do more in different ways to 
encourage creativity in our community. One of our driving aims is to continue to work with partners 
to find ways that we can continue to ignite imaginations during the post CV19 recovery, when many 
face economic hardship.  
 
As ever, if you would like to support our work to connect communities through art and creativity then 
you can contact the Barony for more information on volunteer opportunities.  
 
We look forward to engaging with you in creative ways over the coming months and as ever thank 
you for your support.  
 
 

Kirk Macrae  

Director and Chairperson WKCIL  
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We have had a great start to 2022, launching our first 2 exhibitions of the year, 'West Kilbride 
Stories-Part I' in February, and 'Island Stories' at the end of March. 
Both of these exhibitions have been inspired by community stories and highlight just how 
important story-telling, in its various formats, is to the preservation of our local histories and 
traditions, especially those related to craft. 
 
We have engaged with pupils from West Kilbride Primary School over the last 2 months as part of 
2022's Year of Stories: 
P4 have learned about the Story of Wool, visiting the farm on the Hunterston Estate and working 
together with Jeni Lennox and Tim Ashton to create their very own felted fleece mini rug for their 
class. 
P5&6 have visited The Barony to listen to Janet Martin, (Tasting History Ayrshire Tours), tell the 
story of the discovery of the Hunterston Brooch in 1826. Dressed up as Lady Eleonora, the Clan 
Chief at the time, Janet ran through over 1000 years of Clan Hunter history. The children learned 
about General Aylmer and the Hunterston medals he would award to folk in the community who 
carried out good deeds - they were asked to design their own medals, thinking about what type of 
good deeds people in their own community would do Today - 4 winners were selected and are 
currently making their medals in clay at Studio 86 with Frances Clark. 
P7's have worked with weaver Ange Sewell (Weft Blown), textile artist Karen Teal and artist Jane 
Hunter to create their very own class weave, inspired by local stories of weaving, recycling and 
geology - their class weave will be their legacy, left to the school as they make the milestone 
transition from primary to secondary. 
 
We are looking forward to hosting the Scottish Potters Association's National Exhibition in May - it 
will be wonderful to welcome them back to The Barony after the Pandemic caused them to make 
their planned 2020 exhibition a virtual one. 
We are very excited about our Programme for the Year of Stories and there are many more 
Exhibitions/Events to look forward to - more information can be found on our 
website www.crafttownscotland.org. 
 
We are also delighted to announce that from April 1st, Designer Bookbinder, Tom McEwan, will be 
joining our CTS Studio Family and we are very excited to see what creative mischief we can all get 
up to. Tom will be a fabulous addition to our suite of studios and he will look forward to welcoming 
you into his new studio in Happyhills when it opens mid April. 
 
Spring is definitely here and it is great to feel the buzz in the Village again after a very cold and 
stormy couple of months, we have reopened the Cafe decking area and the Barony gardens are 
starting to waken up - huge thanks to the amazing volunteers in the Environmental Group for all 
they do, not only at The Barony, but everywhere in the Village where there is evidence of their 
green-fingered skills! 

Sneak preview of some SPA pots for next exhibition !  

http://www.crafttownscotland.org/
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Gordon is a graduate electronics engineer with a career in 
medical electronics and business management.  On early 
retirement he decided that something more óhands onô was 
required to keep him occupied.  Working with wood had 
always appealed and Gordon bought a good second-hand 
woodturning lathe (on eBay), built a shed and was hooked! 

Largely self-trained, Gordon uses local Scottish hardwoods such as oak, beech, elm and ash 
and prefers not to decorate heavily with colour or other embellishments but to óleave the natural 
beauty of wood to do the talkingô.  He looks often for inspiration to ancient Greek and Roman 
vessels for the purity of line that delights the eye, and prefers to emphasise the beauty of wood 
as expressed by the shape and form of the objects he makes.  Pieces are usually finished with a 
matt wax which shows off the grain to best effect. 

Bowls in various shapes and sizes are regularly produced items, along with candle-sticks, small 
boxes, clocks and, pre-Christmas, some novelty items and decorations.  Initially pieces were 
sold at local pop-up exhibitions and then some years ago The Barony agreed to take some items 
and so established a happy relationship. 
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Gordon is fortunate in working from his small shed at home.  During lock-down he took the 
chance to extend the original shed with a small lean-to extension housing dust extraction 
equipment.  Woodturning is a joyous craft ï but it is very messy with wood chips and dust 
flying everywhere! 

Just for variety, Gordon and a pal also build small wooden sailing dinghies in their spare 
time.  One, Puffin, was on exhibition in The Barony just before lockdown. 


