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It has been another remarkable year for WKCIL, emerging from the challenges of the global 
CV-19 pandemic, to expand our sphere of influence amongst the West Kilbride Community 
and in North Ayrshire. In addition to our activity in the local area, we have also participated in 
national and international projects to promote craft, creativity and talent development. Again, 
our achievements over the past 12 months would not have been possible without the hard 
work of our permanent staff, dedicated volunteers and community partners. 
 
Funding allocated by the Scottish Government as part of the Strategic Business Framework 
Fund and Community Recovery Fund has been used to best effect; sustaining the incredible 
work of our affiliated projects. Throughout this, our primary objective has remained the 
provision of crafting, creative and artistic opportunities for all. 
 
Our revised operating model now focuses on sustaining the Retail Business element of the 
Barony Centre whilst ensuring Financial control and the development of a clear Marketing 
strategy. In addition to this, growing capacity has allowed increased community engagement 
and wider Arts Education liaison with schools in North Ayrshire. 
 
Looking ahead, our goals will only be achieved through continued hard work and with support 
from dedicated volunteers. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all of their 
efforts throughout the past year. The community of West Kilbride and North Ayrshire 
appreciate everything that you do increase the opportunities available to them. 
 
I continue to offer my sincere thanks to our members and supporters for everything you have 
done and look forward to the year ahead. 
 

Kirk Macrae – Chair – WKCIL 

New Directors/Volunteers                                   

West Kilbride Community Initiative Limited  

Expressions of interest are welcomed from anyone who may wish to consider joining the 

Board of West Kilbride Community Initiative Limited or volunteering as part of one of our many 

community projects. WKCIL offers a range of interest areas and covers the village Craft 

Studios, Barony Centre, Gallery Shop, Café and Exhibition Area. We are also stakeholders in 

the Glen and Quarry, conducting several environmental projects.  

The Board meets monthly, and members are encouraged to actively engage according to their 

interests, skills and availability. The team is well established and ably supported by two part 

time members of staff.  

Our projects are dependent on the support of volunteers, many of whom have loyally worked 

with us for many years.  

For further information please contact: Chairperson: wkcilboard@gmail.com who will be happy 

to discuss. 



   Business Update                                    Claire Edgar 
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Here at Craft Town Scotland HQ (aka The Barony Centre) we cannot quite believe that it is 
Autumn...we have no idea where the last 2 months have gone but they have certainly been 
brilliant! 
We have successfully launched and closed our exhibition 'Story of an Artist' and it has, without a 
doubt, been an incredible one.  
Exploring the stories behind our participating Artists and Makers, this exhibition has been 
emotional, inspirational and motivational - we are grateful and honoured to have been able to host 
such a wonderful display of work and the stories behind them. 
We also successfully co-hosted the West Kilbride Scarecrow Festival with Timberbooks, West 
Kilbride's very own independent bookshop. 
The community got up to all sorts of scarecrow mischief; story-telling sessions; scarecrow-on-a-
stick workshops; scavenger hunts; scarecrow trails to visit all the 2022 competition entries; 
scarecrow tote bag workshops; picnics; poetry competitions - so much mischief, so much fun!  
For a recap on all the exciting activities and events please follow this link: 
http://www.crafttownscotland.org/crafts-and-culture/ 
 
Looking ahead we are excited to announce the launch of our new exhibition, 'Painting with 
Sound...the Story Continues' - which will run until Saturday 22nd October. 
Ayrshire based Landscape Artist, Keith Salmon, and audio engineers Graham Byron and Drew 
Kirkland, return to the Barony Centre, after debuting their first version of 'Painting with Sound - The 
Kylesku Project' in 2018. 
This exciting new exhibition follows a 7 year development of their audio and visual landscape work, 
bringing a multi-media aspect to the traditional art exhibition format. 
 
Dates for future Events and Activities: 
Vertex Visions Exhibition launches on Friday 28th October and runs until Saturday 12th 
November 
The West Kilbride Christmas Craft Fair is on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th November 
The Alternative Giving Christmas Exhibition 2022 launches on Friday 25th November - 
running in to the New Year 
And we are delighted to announce that, in partnership with our local community 
organisations, local businesses and North Ayrshire Council, there will be a West Kilbride 
Yuletide on the evening of Friday 2nd December - please keep an eye out for more exciting 
updates to follow in the coming weeks... 
 
The Christmas Countdown IS ON... 
Catch up with you all in December and thank you for all your continued support and 
encouragement - we wouldn't be here without you... 
 

Claire Edgar 

Retail and Business Development Manager 

http://www.crafttownscotland.org/crafts-and-culture/
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“On Clachtoll beach, January” 

“The Kylesku Project, Late evening” 
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West Kilbride Lottery 



“Meet a Volunteer” 
  Jacquie Read                                                        Jacquie/Rona 

 
I have lived in beautiful Scotland for just over 17 
months, and love the ruggedness of the scenery 
and coast.  I am fortunate to have retired early 
from my career as an Occupational Therapist in 
England, whereby, I designed wheelchair 
accessible properties, for the independence and 
rehabilitation of patients. 
 
My love of art has been with me since my young 
teenage years, when I sold my scraperboard 
pictures of animals to make some "pocket 
money". It has since developed into painting with 
acrylics and watercolours.  
My main love is to paint animals. I was fortunate 
enough to have one of my paintings of my cat 
called "Lucie", accepted into "Not the Turner 
Prize" at the Mall Galleries, London. I called the 
painting "Bliss" as that was what Lucie looked like 
when she was sitting in the sun washing herself. I 
always take pleasure in painting all my cats and 
have had 12 in total, along with small posse of 
rescue rabbits. 
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My other passion is reading about the conservationist Gavin Maxwell (author of Ring of Bright 
Water) and his otters, who lived near Skye in the 1950s/60s .I have frequently enjoyed painting this 
very shy but fascinating creature. I often go out looking for otters to photograph, but they are very 
elusive, and  I have only caught up with one, momentarily, on a beach near Arisaig. 
 
I have become a volunteer at the Barony on a Thursday afternoon which I enjoy very much. I feel 
that the Barony Centre is of great value to the community ,and it is a fantastic and relaxed venue 
for all ages. I love the friendly community feeling in West Kilbride and enjoy walking on the 
beaches at Seamill and Portencross.  I would recommend volunteering at the Barony Centre as it 
is interesting, vibrant with constantly changing exhibitions and visitors, and has a lovely cafe with 
delicious cakes!! What more could a volunteer want?" 
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How did you get your business started? 

I have been working in the arts since 2010 and started Matthew Donnelly Glassworks in 2018. I 
took a years sabbatical in 2019-2020 when I was accepted onto the Prince’s Foundation's Building 
Craft Programme, which finished shortly before lockdown. During lockdown I worked for an arts 
charity and made stained glass in the garden shed. My business has been growing steadily since I 
moved into Courtyard Studio’s, in Irvine, last year and joined impact Arts’ Artisit’s mentoring 
Programme this year, which helped me to re-connect with other artists and make contacts in the 
local community after lockdown. 

“Meet a Maker”   
  Matthew Donnelly                                         Matthew/Rona 
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I studied Fine Art (Sculpture and 
Environmental Art) at Glasgow School of 
Art and later undertook vocational training 
in stained glass and architectural 
glass through studio placements and the 
Prince’s Foundation’s Building Craft 
Programme. I mainly work in stained glass 
now but my main interest is in making art 
that is accessible to the public and outside 
of the gallery. 
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Who or what inspires you? 

I undertake new commissions, conservation work and public art but my practice is rooted in 
working with local communities. I recently worked with children from Radio City School to design a 
sculpture for Geilsland Estate, Beith. I have also been working on mosaics with local groups in 
Saltcoats that are being installed on Dockhead Street and Hamilton Street.  I am currently 
collaborating with Ice-cream Architecture on the Remembering Together project and have been 
leading sensory based art activities, with local communities, across North Ayrshire. 

 

M: 077461859008 

E: matthewdonnelly@gmail.com 

W: www.matthewdonnelly.glass 
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Boyd Orr Garden                                           Kay Hall 

The Boyd Orr Garden has always been a main feature in the village and was created by the first 
Environmental Group along with guidance from Angus Starling and his team. Many of the 
significant plants survive such as the Cornus Kousa, a dogwood and Sambuca Negro which is a 
type of elder. People often ask if the fruit of the Cornus Kousa may be eaten and it can. The soft 
pulp is sweet with a similar flavour to a ripe persimmon but the presence of hard seeds that are 
well attached to the pulp can be unpleasant. The rind of the berries is usually discarded because 
it has a bitter taste, although it is edible too. 

Some 20 odd years later the garden has had a make over. A new pergola and seats have been 
purchased and slowly the garden is being replanted. The upper garden was also bought by West 
Kilbride Community Initiative and is being developed by Community Roots previously known as 
the Covid Support Group. A little of this relationship is explained in the new signage and 
particular emphasis is given to the determination of all to share the skills of growing food. 

On Sunday 18th September 2022 West Kilbride Environmental Group invited the Directors of the 
West Kilbride Community Initiative Ltd to the opening of the newly refurbished Boyd Orr Garden 
which lies in the centre of the village. 

The Environmental Group is a project of the Initiative and their Chairperson Kirk Macrae was 
welcomed to officially cut the ribbon. The Initiative sponsored the event which was also offered 
as a thank you to all the many volunteers who keep the village’s green spaces looking cared for 
and attractive. 

Everyone who helps and supports the work of our green volunteers were invited. The garden 
party catering was funded as a celebration of all our work. If you would like to join us in our work 
please contact wkgreengym@gmail.com or wkcsgroup@gmail.com 

We launched the new space with the cutting of a ribbon and were delighted to welcome Kirk 

Macrae, Bill Cleeve, Treasurer of West Kilbride Environmental Group and Councillor Eleanor 

Collier to take part in the activity. We also appreciate the contribution of a small person with a 

pair of very lovely, yellow, plastic scissors! 
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Featured Photographer  
Glenn Andrews                                                       Glenn/Rona 
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I was born in 1961, long before the days of digital 
photography, but I have always had an interest in 
capturing images. I received my first camera as a 
birthday present when I was about five. It used 120mm 
film and, as with all film cameras, you had to be selective 
with the shots you took and wait patiently for the 
processing to see the results. During the 1980’s I 
purchased a second-hand 35mm camera with multiple 
lenses, which allowed me to broaden my horizons with 
the range of shots I took, particularly with our young 
family, who growing up fast, but film still had its 
frustrations. 

As with many people with a family, work, and a mortgage I was not able to do everything, and 
photography was put on hold. I had trained as an engineer and loved sport, and coming from a 
family of athletes, it was almost inevitable that I would find a working role in the sports industry. It 
was this that brought our family to Largs in 1995 when I took on a role at Vango in Port Glasgow. 
Over the years there I coordinated the development, manufacturing, and design of a variety of 
camping and trekking equipment. Some of these products needed to be tested and 
photographed, and thus I started to use a camera again. 
However, things had progressed, and digital photography was in its infancy. The idea of seeing 
your image on the back of your camera appealed and I purchased a Kodak digital camera around 
2002. This, combined with my computer skills, brought more instant results, which could also be 
easily edited. 
Around 2011, our boys had left home and most of my time was taken up by work and sport, but 
our focus started to move towards retirement by the time I was 55. I remember clearly my wife 
saying “That is fine, but what are you going to do? You cannot do sport all day every day, your 
body will not allow you.” It was then I decided that I would try to mix sport with photography. I 
finally retired at 57, which has allowed me to travel the world (pre & post Covid) with my cameras. 
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Whilst sports photography is a passion, I am now a member of the International Sports Press 
Association, I have found that what I enjoy taking pictures of are those opportunistic situations 
that will not be repeated, sports, wildlife, underwater and street shots. I find landscapes 
interesting, but not challenging, where as setting yourself up for a one off shot of a Grizzly Bear 
when he looks round at you (if he does), or finding a position that shows off a volcanic 
explosion at its best, but is safe, or researching a sports event to know where you might get 
that great shot is all a challenge before you even setup the camera and press the shutter. I 
know I have been lucky to get to some of the places I have been, and the plan is to go to more 
challenging photographic locations to test my skills further. 

Facebook - Glenns Lens 
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